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IyIEMOIRS  of  the  LIFE  and  SER¬ 
VICES  of  ADMIRAL  LORD 
VISCOUNT  HOWE. 

Richard,  the  prefent  Lord 
Howe,  is  the  fccond  fon  of 
Emanuel  Scopes  the  fecond  Vifcount 
Howe,  w^ho  died  at  Barbadoes  on 
the  29th  of  March  1735,  by  Mary- 
Sophia-Charldtte,  eldeil  daughter  of 
the  Baron  Kiclmahfegge.  He  was 
born  about  the  year  1723,  and  early 
initiated  into  the  fea  fervice.  On  the 
loth  of  April  1 746  he  was  appointed 
Poft  Captain  in  the  Triton  man  of 
war,  and  in  June  1752  was  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Dolphin.  In  the  year 
1 755  he  failed  from  England  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  under*  the  command  of  Admiral 
Bofcawen,  and  on  the  loth  of  June 
began  hoftilities  with  the  French, 
which  foon  afterwards  brought  on  a 
general  war.  The  circumftances  of 
this  tranfa(51ion  are  as  follow  :  The 
Alcide,  a  French  man  of  war  of  64 
guns  and  480  men,  commanded  by 
Monf.  Hockquart,  and  the  Lys,  com¬ 
manded  by  Monf.  Lagerie,  pierced 
for  64  giins,  but  mounting  only  22, 
and  haring  eight  companies  of  land 
forces  on  board,  were  feparated  from 
■^thc  French  fquadren  commanded  by 
Vot.  LVI. 


Monf.  Bois  de  la  Mothe,  and  fell  in 
with  the  Englilh  fleet  off  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland.  They  were  re¬ 
quired  to  pay  the  ufual  compliment 
to  the  Britifli  flag  ;  which  they  re- 
fufmg,  the  Dunkirk,  Capt.  Howe, 
and  the  Defiance,  immediately  en- 
gaged  and  took  them,  after  a  battle 
fo  clofely  fought,  that  a  man  killed  on 
the  yard  of  a  French  man  of  war  fell 
into  the  Dunkirk.  In  this  engage¬ 
ment  Captain  Howe  loft  90  men. 

In  the  year  1757  Captain  Howe 
commanded  the  Magnanime,*  a  74 
gun  (hip,  in  the  unfuccefsful  expedi¬ 
tion  againft  Rochfort,  and  executed 
his  fharc  in  the  enterprize  with  Angu¬ 
lar  addrefs  and  courage.  On  the  23d 
of  September,  at  one  o’clock,  the 
Magnanime  alone  flood  diredlly  into 
the  fort  belonging  to  the  Ifland  of 
Aix,  and  began  a  moll  heavy  Are, 
which  was  returned  very  brifkly  by 
the  battery.  Before  the  attack  began. 
Captain  Howe  received  the  fire  of 
the  garrifon  with  great  intrepidity,  and 
ordered  all  his  men  to  lie  down  upon 
the  decks,  turned  all  his  live  cattle, 
fowls,  and  fuperfluous  things  over¬ 
board  ;  himfelf  only,  with  his  fpeak- 
ing  trumpet  in  his  hand,  the  pilot, 
I  and  the  man  at  the  helm,  appearing 
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upon  deck,  till  he  came  within  60 
yards  of  the  baflion  of  the  garrifon, 
when  he  began  fo  furious  a  fire  that 
the  French  declared  that  fomething 
more  than  man  muft  be  on  board  that 
Ihip.  The  terror  communicated  itfelf 
to  all  the  befieged,  and  moft  of  the 
men  laid  themfclves  under  the  w'orks 
and  in  the  ditches,  nor  could  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  (land  to  their  guns  by 
any  means*  threats,  or  entreaties.— 
The  Governor,  therefore,  was  obliged 
to  ftrike  his  colours,  and  the  Englifli 
obtained  poifetTion  of  the  Ifland,  with 
the  lofs  of  only  two  marines  and  one 
failor  killed  on  board  the  victor ious 
Ihip. 

The  fpirited  conduct  of  Captain 
Howe  in  this  attack  did  not  efeape 
the  penetrating  eye  of  Mr  Pitt.  That 
fagacious  minifter  immediately  deter¬ 
mined  to  employ  fo  active  an  officer ; 
and  accordingly  in  the  next  year, 
1758,  Captain,  now  Commodore, 
Howe  w’as  feledled  to  conduct  the 
operations  againft  the  French  coafl 
at  that  time  in  contemplation.  He 
failed  from  Poitfmouth  on  the  ifl  of 
June,  and  arrived  at  Cancalle  Bay  on 
the  5th,  where  having  landed  without 
oppofition,  the  troops  marched  to  St 
Maloes. — When  they  arrived  there,  it 
was  foon  vlfible  that  the  town  was 
too  ftrong  to  be  attacked  with  any 
profpedt  of  fuGcefs  ;  they  were  there¬ 
fore  contented  with  fetting  fire  to 
about  an  hundred  fail  of  (hipping, 
many  of  them  privateers  which  lay 
under  the  cannon  of  the  towm,  and  to 
feveral  magazines  filled  with  naval 
llores.  This  fervice  being  effedled, 
they  retired  to  the  place  of  embarka¬ 
tion  on  the  1 2th,  with  as  little  oppofi¬ 
tion  as  they  met  with  at  landing,  the 
land  and  fea  commanders  having  made 
all  the  difpofitions  with  great  judg¬ 
ment. 

The  fleet  then  moved  towards 
Cherbourg,  and  made  the  proper  dif- 
pofitions  for  landing  near  that  place  ; 
.but  a  hard  gale  blowing  into  the  fhore, 
.it  was  found  to  be  too  hazardous,  and 
therefore  they  returned  to  St  Helen’s 


on  the  29th  of  the  month.  But  tho’ 
the  cnterprizeagainfl  Cherbourg  failed 
at  that  time,  the  fcheme  was  not  re- 
linquifhed.  On  the  ifl  of  Auguft  the 
fleet  failed  a  fecond  time,  and  on  the 
6th  the  landing  was  effedled  in  ex¬ 
cellent  order  and  with  little  lofs. 
The  next  day  the  troops  entered  the 
town  :  they  then  deftroyed  the  forti- 
fications,  burnt  the  vefTels  in  the 
harbour,  and  took  hoflages  for  the 
contributions  they  levied  on  the  peo¬ 
ple.  After  a  flay  of  ten  days  they 
rc-embarked  without  oppofition,  and 
proceeded  towards  St  Malo,  at  a  fmall 
diftance  from  which  town,  in  the  Bay 
of  St  Lunar,  they  landed.  It  was 
foon  found,  however,  that  the  defign 
againft  St  Malo  was  utterly  impradi- 
cable ;  and  the  bay  of  St  Lunar  be¬ 
ing  extremely  rocky,  it  became  too 
hazardous  to  continue  there  any 
longer.  The  Commodore  therefore 
moved  up  to  the  bay  of  St  Cas,  three 
leagues  to  the  weftward.  In  two  days 
the  troops  arrived  at  the  village  of 
Matignon  after  feveral  fkirmifhes ;  but 
by  this  time  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon, 
governor  of  Brittany,  being  advanced 
within  fix  miles  of  the  Englifli  army 
with  a  fuperior  force,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  retreat.  They  wanted  but ' 
three  miles  to  the  bay  of  St  Cas, 
which  at  length  they  reached  ;  but 
before  the  embarkation  was  com¬ 
pleted,  the  French  poured  down  in 
fuch  numbers  that  a  dreadful  carnage 
enfued.  At  this  jundlure,  in  the 
midft  of  a  fire  that  daggered  the 
braveft  feamen  who  managed  the 
boats,  Commodore  Howe  exhibited  a 
noble  example  of  intrepidity  and  for¬ 
titude,  by  ordering  hlmfelf  to  be  rowed 
in  his  ow’n  boat  through  the  thickeft 
of  the  fire  to  encourage  all  that  werfc 
engaged  in  that  fervice,  and  to  bring 
off  as  many  men  as  his  vcfTcl  could 
carry. 

In  July  this  year  Lord  Howe,  the 
Commodore’s  elder  brother,  was  killed 
in  America,  on  which  event  he  fuc-^ 
ceeded  to  the  title. 

The  next  year  ( i  759)  he  command- 
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ed  the  Magnanime  m  the  important 
adlion  of  the  20th  of  November,  in 
jQuiberon  Bay,  when  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  engaged  and  defeated  Monf. 
Conflans,  and  by  that  vidlory  totally 
annihilated  the  French  naval  power. 

The  part  which  Lord  Howe  fuftain- 
ed  on  this  occafion  dill  further  added 
to  his  laurels.  He  encountered  one 
of  the  larged  diips  in  the  French 
fquadron,  and  obliged  her  to  drike. 
That  he  behaved  no  way  inferior  to 
his  commanding  officer  is  no  fmall 
praife,  and  the  eulogium  may  be  pro¬ 
nounced  without  the  lead  violation  of 
decency  or  truth. 

On  the  29th  of  September  176c, 
he  was  fent  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
with  the  Magnanime,  the  Prince  Fre¬ 
derick,  and  the  Bedford,  to  attack  a 
fort  on  the  Ifland  of  JJumec,  which 
immediately  fnrrendered  ;  and  in  the 
fame  year  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  the 
Duke  of  York. 

Soon  after  he  was  appointed  Co¬ 
lonel  of  marines,  and  in  1762  failed 
under  the  Duke  of  York  as  his  Cap¬ 
tain.  In  17^3  he  was  promoted  to 
be  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  in 
J765,  Treafurer  of  the  Navy.  In 
1770  he  w’as  advanced  to  be  Rear- 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  in  1776, 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  White,  and 
Lieutenant-General  of  Marines.  It 
was  at  this  jundure  that  he  w’as  called 
to  the  command  of  the  fleet  deftined 
for  North  America,  where  at  one 
time  he  litid  brought  the  French  fleet 
into  fuch  a  fituation,  that  nothing  but 
the  ftorm  which  iaterpofed  in  their 
favour  could  have  prevented  tlieir  fal¬ 
ling  into  his  hands. 

Though  Lord  Howe’s  behaviour 
has  met  with  the  approbation  of  his 
profeffional  brethren  (one  only  ex¬ 
cepted),  yet  the  fpirit  of  parly  has 
been  adive  enough  to  attempt  to 
throw  out  fome  infinuations  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  a  charader  to  which  ma- 
li,ce  itfelf  had  hitherto  done  juftice. 


We  may,  how’ever,  obferve,  that  thefe 
infinuations,  as  they  merited,  fo  they 
obtained  no  credit,  except  with  a  few 
di/Tatisfied  adherents  of  a  tame  and 
impotent  Adminiftration. 

In  1778,  Lord  How^e  was  advanced 
to  be  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red ;  but 
fince  his  return  from  America  has 
not  been  employed  in  his  profeffion 
until  the  prefent  year,  w’hen  he  was 
appointed  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and 
called  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  as  an 
Eiiglifli  Peer. 

The  general  fatisfadion  which 
might  be  obferved  in  the  navy  in  par¬ 
ticular,  as  well  as  amougft  the  people 
at  large,  at  the  late  promotion,  will 
exhibit  a  more  Itriking  panegyric  on 
Lord  How'e’s  charader,  than  any 
recapitulation  of  his  exploits.  Intre¬ 
pid,  adive,  determined,  and  colleded, 
he  has  long  flood  in  the  firil  rank  in 
his  profeffion  ;  and,  if  with  any  equal, 
at  leall  w’ithout  a  fuperior,  in  it.  He 
is  fuppofed  to  underlland  the  whole 
duty  of  a  feaman  in  a  higher  degree 
than  any  peiTon  now  in  the  navy. 
Though  a  rigid  dilciplinarian,  he  has 
acquired  the  regard  of  his  failors, 
who  love  him  as  a  protedor,  and 
confide  in  him  as  a  commander.  The 
good  fortune  which  has  hitherto  at¬ 
tended  his  enterprizes,  infpires  thofe 
who  ferve  with  the  affurance  of 
vidory  while  under  his  command. 
This  is  a  circumflance  of  no  fmali 
importance  with  a  lit  of  men  wlio, 
how^ever  refpcdable  in  moll  particu¬ 
lars,  are  perhaps  more  fubjed  to  pre¬ 
judices  than  any  other  profeffion 
whatever.  Lord  Howe’s  deporemtnu 
in  private  life  is  not  inferior  to  his 
public  fituation.  He  is  ealy,  accelll- 
ble,  and  friendly.  From  his  known 
bravery  and  experience,  the  public  has 
a  right  to  hope  for  every  thing  that 
can  be  expeded  of  a  commander  from 
whom  the  nation  has  derived  honour 
and  advantage  under  an  Admlniflra- 
tion  in  which  it  arrived  at  its  hlghefl 
pitch  of  reputation  and  glory. 
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LORDirTTELTON^s  LETTERS. 

Letter  XLII,  [P.  268.] 

YOU  mud  confefs,  as  I  am  fure 
you  very  well  know,  that  one  of 
the  great  arts,  if  not  the  principal 
one,  in  acquiring  a  reputation,  as  well 
as  prcfcrving  it,  is  to  know  the  extent 
of  our  genius,  what  objefts  arc  moft 
fuitable  to  it,  in  what  track  its’  pro- 
penfities  fhould  be  conduced,  and  at 
what  point  to  place  the  limits  beyond 
which  it  muft  venture  with  caution, 
as  well  as  the  rjff  plus  ultra^  whofe 
barriers  it  muft  not  venture  to  pafs. 
The  man  who  poffefles  this  know¬ 
ledge,  and  adts  according  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  it,  will  not  fail  to  make  a  re- 
fpedtable  figure  in  any  ftation,  and 
with  any  talents ;  but  in  an  high 
ftation,  and  with  great  talents,  he 
may  be  fecure  of  familiarizing  his 
name  with  future  ages.  • 

^  Ambition,  an  ardent  and  fpecious 
child  of  felf-loye,  continually  urges 
men  to  purfue'objedls  beyond  their 
reach.  Avarice,  an  horrid,  unnatu¬ 
ral-cub  of  the  fame  origin,  and  a  dif- 
grace  to  it,  takes  a  track  which  rea¬ 
son  difdains,  and  honour  muft  con¬ 
demn,  to  fatisfy  its  defires.  Envy 
delights  icfclf  in  obftrudling  the  prof- 
perous  career  of  others  ;  and  folly, 
dreaming  of  what  it  caiinot  poflefs, 
will  aim  at  the  wreath  of  wifdom^ 
In  Ihort,  an  ignorance  of  ourfelves, 
from  whatever  caufe  it  may  proceed, 
whether  from  paflion  or  want  of  re- 
ftedlion,  is  the  origin  of  all  our  mif- 
takcs  in  private  as  well  as  public  life. 
In  the  former,  the  mifchief  may  be 
of  narrow  extent ;  but,  in  the  latter,* 
the  evil  may  affed,  not  only  a  peo¬ 
ple,  but  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 
The  grand  fource  of  that  glory  which 
Ihone,  and  will  continue  to  (hine,  with 
refplendent  luftre  on  Mr  Pitt\  admi- 
niftration  of  this  country  till  the  an¬ 
nals  of  it  are  no  more,  was  a  right, 
application  of  means  to  ends,  and, 
among  others,  of  employing  men  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  and  tendency 


of  their  charadlers  and  talents.  You 
muft  perceive  the  drift  of  my  argu¬ 
ment — that  it  leads  to  the  defence 
of  my  public  political  condud  fince  I 
have  fucceeded  to  my  office  in  the 
conftitiition.  You  tell  me  of  appli¬ 
cation  to  bufinefs,  and  of  throwing 
afide  a  golden  linecure  as  difgraccful 
to  a  real  patriot.  You  counfel  me, 
in  the  moft ,  Mattering  manner,  to 
claim  an  arduous  poll  of  government, 
and,  by  a  vigilant  attention  to  its  du¬ 
ties,  to  make  a  better  return  for  the 
emoluments  of  office,  than  half  a  do¬ 
zen  flowery  orations  in  Parliament, 
during  a  winter’s  feffion,  which  are, 
in  your  opinion,  fufficiently  rewarded 
by  the  gratifications  of  my  owm  va¬ 
nity.  This,  I  muft  acknowledge,  is 
coming  at  once,  and  without  any  ce¬ 
remony,  to  the  point  ;  but  think  for 
a  moment,  and  a(k  yourfelf,  what 
kind  of  figure  I  Ihould  make  at  the 
delk.  Can  you  imagine  that  it  is  in 
my  nature,  and,  of  coiirfe,  in  my  ca¬ 
pacity,  to  bear  the  oppreffion  of  fuch 
multifarious  and  eternal  bufinefs  as 
muft  claim  the  attention  of  an  eminent 
official  Statefman  ?  The  admirable 
ftrudure  of  the  Briiifh  conftitution, 
its  cominerce,  its  interefts,  and  its 
alliances,  have  been  the  objeds  of  my 
ferious  enquiry  and  attentive  confi- 
deration.  I  take  continual  occafion 
to  watch  the  changing  feene  of  its 
political  movements :  I  form,  with 
much  thought,  my  opinions  upon 
them :  I  deliver  thofe  opinions,  in 
my  fehatorial  capacity,  to  the  world  ; 
not  from  the  fuggeftions  of  a  giddy 
hour,  or  from  the  fpur  of  momentary 
vanity,  but  from  curious  refearch, 
ardent  refledion,  and  deliberate  pre¬ 
paration.  To  this  point  my  talents, 
iiich  as  they  are,  muft  be  direded ; 
and,  by  having  given  theni,  in  fome 
degree,  their  natural  diredion,  I  have 
acquired  a  political  reputation,. which 
w^ould  be  loft  in  contempt  and  deri- 
fion  were  they  to  be  employed  in  the 
routine  of  offidal  employment,  and 
the  perple-xities  of  minifterial  duty. 
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Befidcs,  if  there  be  ;iny  thing  which  I 
requires  a  more  than  VedaPs  vigi¬ 
lance,  it  is  the  guidance  of  a  principal 
wheel  in. the  machine  of  our  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  fuch  a  continual  attention 
is  foreign  to  my  nature.  I  might, 
perhaps, ,  poflefs  it  for  a  certain  time, 
and  apply .  it ,  with  zeal,  may  I  not 
add,  with  reputation  ?  but  my  exift- 
ence  would  be  infupportable,  if  the 
intervals  of  relaxation  did  not  fre¬ 
quently  relieve  me,  wh^n  I  might 
retire  > 

To  [port  •with  Amaryllis  in  the  Jhade^ 

Or  fwith  the  tangles  of  Neaera^s  hair. 

There  is  a  certain  degree  of  phlegm 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  well-bting 
of  fociety  ;  but  I  polTefs  not  an  atom 
of  it.  There  is  alfo  an  ardour  of. 
mind  that  leads  to  national  as  well 
as  perfonal  greatnefs,  nor  am  L  with¬ 
out  an  a<51ive  flame  of  it ;  but  it  burns 
by  flalhes,  and  poflefles  me  only  in 
common  with  other  contending  pal: 
flonjs,  which,  in  their  turn,  command 
my  obedience,  and  are  obeyed.  Suf¬ 
fer  the  ftreara,  I  befeech  you,  to  flow 
in  thofe  channels  which  Nature  has  I 
defigned  for  it :  let  it  pafs  on  fome- 
times  in  foaming  eddies,  and  fome- 
times  with  a  tranquil  wave  :  be  con¬ 
tent  to  watch  its  progrefs  ;  and,  tho’ 
it  may  now  force  its  angry  paffage 
through  the  divided  mountain,  your 
eye  may  foon  behold  its  chryftal  fur- 
face  reflect  the  golden  harvefts  and 
flowery  meadows.  But,  fhould  its 
natural  courfe  be  changed,  it  would 
be  quickly  loft  in  bog  and  morafs, 
nor  ever  grow  into  that  extent  and 
grandeur  of  waters  which  many  ri¬ 
vulets  attain  before  they  reach  the 
ocean. 

Is  there  not  in  my  own  family  .an 
immediate  circumftance  of  ridicule 
which  comes  in  aid  of  my  argument  ? 
— My  father,  who  made  a  very  re- 
fpe^able  figure  as  a  fenator  in  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  pofTelfed 
that  theoritic  political  erudition  which 
conftituted  him  an  able  counfellor  of 
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the  ftate,  w^as  incapable,- as  you  very  • 
well  know,  of  counting  t twenty  pounds ^ 
if  thrown  in.  a  promife nous  heap  of; 
the  different  Britilh  coins  : — never** 
thelefs,  he.  was  appointed,  to  prefidc* 
at  the  Exchequer,  to  contrive  ways 
and  means,  and  to  run  through  thc' 
combinations  of  finance^  without  that  - 
knowledge  of  arithmetic  .which  is  ne¬ 
ceffary  to  an  overfeer  of  ;the  poor* 
And  what  was  the  confequence  ?  The 
whole  nation  was  upon  the  titter  du¬ 
ring  his  Ihort-lived  adminilfration ; 
nor  does  any  vilitor  of  Hagley-Houje 
pals  through  the  room  which  is  adorn¬ 
ed  with  the  Exchequer  Itrong-box, 
but  beholds  thc  empty  badge  and  lad 
memorial  of  his  minillerial  honours 
with  a  fignificant  look  of  wonder,  or 
Ihrug  of  difapprobation. 

The  fage  phyfician  endeavours  to 
meliorate,  but  not  to  change,  the 
conftitution  of  his  patient,  and  infu- 
fes,  by  degrees,  thole  wholelbmc  aids 
which  may  help  to  klFen  its*  infirmi¬ 
ties.  The  lame  wife  condu(ft  Ihoiild 
be  purfued  in  the  care  of  mental 
health  ;  and  to  aim  at  turning  the 
I  natural  bent  of  genius  is  an.  applica¬ 
tion  of  moral  quackery  which  will 
deftroy  ail  fervour  of  ability,  admi- 
nifter  an  opiate  to  the  faculties  of  the 
mind,  bring  on  apathy  and  .torpor, 
and  deftroy  all  intellectual  nerve,  for 
ever.  Adieu,  &c. 

Letter  XLIIL 

1TAKE  the  opportunity  of  a  fober 
hour,  while  every  one  of  tlx*  fo¬ 
ciety  here,  except  myfelf,:  is  happy  in 
the  delirium  of  a  fox-chace,  to  tell 
you  .where  I  am,  what  I  am  about, 
and  with  whom  engaged.  The  fpleen 
of  a  glpomy  day  feized  upon  my  fpi- 
rits  ;  fo  I  ordered  my  chaife,  and 
fought  the  enlivening  holpitality;  of- 
this  manfion.  To  increafe  our  latif- 
faffion,  w’ho.  (hould  arrive  an  hour, 
after  me. but, your  clerical  friend,  whole 
blunt  fimplicity  and  uiipoiilhed  beae- 
volencc  .afforded  .their  ufual  entcr- 
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tainment.  Parfon  Adams  (for  he  has 
no  other  name  within  thefe  walls) 
came  on  Thurfday  to  dinner,  and 
continued  with  us,  in  much  joy  of 
heart,  till  Saturday  afternoon  ;  when, 
i'uddenly  awaking  from  a  kind  of  half- 
fnoring  doze,  he  made  a  moft  voci¬ 
ferous  and  unexpedled  demand  if  it 
was  not  the  laft  day  of  the  week  ; 
and  receiving,  after  fome  paufe  of 
aftonilhment  and  laughter,  an  anfwer 
in  the  affirmative,  he  rofe  in  halte, 
examined  his  pockees  with  a  moft 
anxious  vivacity,  and  then  broke  the 
cordage  of  the  bell,  in  the  violence 
of  ringing  it.  Being  requefted  to 
explain  the  meaning  of  all  this  agi¬ 
tation,  he  obferved,  in  a  tone  of  voice 
which  betokened  no  fmall  difappoint- 
ment,  that  as,  in  truth,  it  was  Sa¬ 
turday,  the  morrow  mu  ft,  in  the  na¬ 
tural  order  of  time,  be  Sunday  ;  and, 
as  Sunday  was  the  Sabbath-day,  it 
was  fitting  he  Ihould  immediately  re* 
turn  home,  to  prepare  himfelf  for  the 
duties  of  it.  The  night  approached 
and  threatened  darknefs  ;  it  was 
therefore  propofed  to  him  to  retake 
the  po/Tefiion  of  his  arm-chair,  nor  to 
think  of  bufinefs  till  the  next  mor¬ 
ning.  ‘‘  My  good  friends,*’  replied 
the  Dodlor,  “  it  becomes  me  to  in¬ 
form  you,  that  my  habitation  is  four¬ 
teen  miles  diftant,  and  that  the  church 
where  I  am  to  officiate  to-morrow 
morning  is  exaclly  in  the  mid-way  ; 
fo  that,  if  I  remain  here  till  the  time 
you  propofe,  I  muft  ride  fourteen 
miles  to  fetch  a  fermon,  return  feven  , 
of  the  fame  miles  to  preach  it,  and 
then  go  over  thofe  individual  feven 
miles  for  the  third  time,  to  preach  the 
fame  fermon  again,  which  I  take,  ac¬ 
cording  to  common  arithmetic,  to  be 
no  lefs  than  twenty-eight  miles  ;  and 
all  this  riding,  with  double  duty,  will 
be  too  much  both  for  man  and  beaft. 

1  really  thought,”  continued  our 
Divine,  “  that  I  had  equipped  my- 
felf  with  a  fermon  in  order  to  make 
the  firft  church  an  half-way  houfe  on 
my  return  to  my  own  parifii ;  but  I 


,  have  either  forgot  to  clap  ray  divi- 
j  nity  in  my  pocket,  or  I  took  it  out 
j  accidentally  with  my  tobacco-box  in 
i  my  w^y,  and  have  unfortunately 
dropped  it  in  the  road”  He  then 
emptied  all  his  pockets  one  by  one, 
not  forgetting  the  fide-pocket  of  his 
breeches,  turned  them  infide  out, 
covered  the  floor  with  a  quantity  of 
dry  crumbs  of  bread  and  cheefe, 
looked  into  his  tobacco-box,  took  his 
watch  from  his  fob,  poked  down  two 
of  his  fingers,  examined  the  lining  of 
his  coat,  and,  at  length,  with  a  deep 
figh,  and  an  huge  expedloration  upon 
his  handkerchief,  which  he  had  thrown 
upon  the  ground,  he  gave  it  irp  for 
loft.  “  It  was,”  faid  he,  “  the  beft 
difeourfe  I  had  to  my  back,  and  as 
pretty  a  piece  of  fupernaculum  as  ever 
was  inclofed  in  black  covers.  It  was 
divided,”  continued  he,  “  into  three 
parts  ;  the  firft  was  taken  from  Clarke^ 
the  lecond  from  Abernethvy  and  the 
third  was  compofed  by  myfelf ;  and 
the  two  pradical  obfervations  were 
tranflated  from  a  Latin  fermon  preach¬ 
ed  and  printed  at  Oxford  iu  the  year 
of  our  Lord  — On  my  obfer- 

ving  that  his  difeourfe  had  as  many 
heads  as  Cerberus^  he  grew  warm, 
and  told  me  it  was  much  better  to 
have  three  heads  than  none  at  all. 
‘‘  But,”  added  the  Doflor,  “  if  you 
wifli  to  know  more  of  the  matter,  it 
had  four  beginnings  and  feven  con- 
clufions ;  by  tfie  help  whereof  1  preach¬ 
ed  it,  with  equal  fuccefs,  on  a  Chrift- 
mas-day,  for  the  benefit  of  a  charity, 
at  a  florift’s  feaft,  an  affize,  an  arch¬ 
deacon’s  vifitation,  and  a  funeral, 
befides  common  occafions.”  On  this 

account,  F -  obferved  that  it 

put  him  in  mind  of  the  mention  made 
in  Trijlram  Shandy  of  a  text  which 
would  fuit  any  fermon,  and  a  fermon 
which  would  fuit  any  text.  This  the 
zealous  preacher  loudly  declared  was 
a  falfe  infinuation ;  for  that  his  text 
was  ftcady  to  its  poft,  nor  had  ever 
deferted  it ;  and  that  whoever  took 
him  for  a  man  who  would  hold  out  4. 
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falfe  flag,  or  change  his  colours,  on  !  for  we  could  fee  noihlng  ;  but  the 
any  occafion,  miltook  his  charafter,  candles  arriving,  who  Ihould  appear 
and  did  him  a  very  fenfible  injullice.  but  our  unfortunate  Dodor,  who. 
At  this  period,  the  mailer  ot  the  j  after  wandering  about  the  commons 


houfe  returned  Irom  a  quiet  but  fruit-  for  upwards  of  three  hours,  had,  by 
lefs  examination  ol  his  book-cafe,  for  mere  chance,  returned  to  us  again, 
the  purpofe,  of  finding,  percliaiicc.  We  received  him  in  triumph,  placed 
fome  old  printed  fermon  which  might  j  him  at  the  head  of  the  table,  where, 
have  ferved  the  Dodor^s  purpofe,  without  grace  or  apology,  or  indeed 
prolonged  the  pieafurs  ot  his  focicty,  uttering  a  iingle  word,  he  feized  on 
and  faved  him  his  dark  and  dange-  tiie  belt  part  of  a  fowl,  with  a  pro- 
rous  journey.  On  this  difappoint-  portionable  quantity  of  ham,  and  left 
menl,  I  ventured  to  remark,  that,  as  us  to  laugh  and  be  merry,  while  he 
he  had  given  us  fo  many  agreeable  i  voracioully  devoured  his  meat  and 

held  his  tongue.  At  length,  obfer- 
ving  that  his  clay  wanted  moiilening, 
and  that  punch  was  a  iluid  the  bell 
adapted  of  any  other  to  his  foil,  h* 
did  not  delay  an  inllant  to  quen;. ' 
his  thirlly  frame  from  a  large  bou » 
of  that  relrelliing  beverage.  The 
cords  of  his  tongue  were  now  loo  fen- 
ed,  and  he  informed  us,  that  Provi¬ 
dence  having,  as  he  fuppofed,  for 


fpecimens  of  ready  eloquence,  it  was 
certainly  in  his  power  to  treat  his 
flock  with  an  extempore  difeourfe ; 
and  I  ftrongly  recommended  him  to 
adopt  my  idea,  when  he  ftruck  me 
dumb  by  hinting  to  me,  in  a  loud  fig- 
nificant  whifper,  that  I  was  mitlaken 
in  fuppofmg  it  to  be  as  eafy  a  bufinefs 
to  preach  a  fenfible  difeourfe  on  a  j 
divine  fubjecl  extempore,  in  a  pulpit,  i 

as  to  talk  a  precipitate  hour  of  flowery,  j  wife  and  good  purpofes,  intimated  to 
frothy  ncnl'enfe,  on  a  political  one,  j  him,  by  a  variety  of  obllru6llons,  that 
in  the  Parliament  Houfe.  At  this  j  he  Ihould  not  difeharge  his  ufuai 
moment  of  fuperiority  his  horfe  was  j  fundllons  on  the  morrow,  it  became 
announced,  and  we  all  attended  to  |  him  to  Ihow  a  due  refignation  to  the 
hear,  rather  than  to  fee  him  depart,  1  will  of  Heaven,  and,  therefore,  he 

1*1  i*i  /•!  I  i\  iir*  11*  1*1  1.  1 


which  he  did  with  much  horfe-lan 
giiage,  and  in  a  night  of  triple  dark- 
nefs. 

It  was  now  feven  o’clock  ;  our  fr/i- 
rits  were  fled  with  the  parfon :  we 
gambled  a  little,  but  not  with  fuflicient 
fpirit  to  keep  us  awake,  till  at  length 
fupper  fortunately  arrived  to  change 
the  feene  ;  and  I  had  fcarce  dilfeded 
.  the  wing  of  a  capon,  when  we  were 
all  alarmed  by  a  voice  from  the  court, 
which  repeated  the  cry  ol  “  Houle  ! 
houfe  !”  with  uncommon  vehemence. 
We  left  the  table  and  hurried  to  the 
hall. door,  when  the  fame  voice  de¬ 
manded,  in  the  fame  tone,  whether 
that  was  the  road  to  Bridgenorth ! 
On  a  reply  in  the  negative,  it  conti¬ 
nued,  “  I  fuppofe,  then,  I  am  at 
Davenport  Hoiije?^ — On  a  fecond  re¬ 
ply  in  the  negative — “  Then  where 
the  devil  am  I  returned  the  voice, 


I 


Ihould  fend  his  flocks  to  grafs  on  the 
approaching  S.ibbath.  In  a  fiinilar 
llrain  he  coutiniied  to  entertain  us, 
till,  wearied  with  laugiiter,  we  were 
glad  to  retire.  The  next  morning 
it  was  hinted  to  him  that  the  com¬ 
pany  did  not  wilh  to  reilrain  him 
Irom  attending  upon  the  divine  fer- 
vice  of  the  pai  ilh  ;  but  he  declared 
that  it  would  be  adding  contempt  to 
ncgle^l,  if,  when  he  had  abfented 
liiinfelf  from  his  own  churches,  he 
fliould  go  to  any  other. — This  curious 
etiquette  he  llriclly  obferved  ;  and 
we  palfed  a  Sabbath,  contrary,  1  lear, 
both  to  law  and  gofpel. 

In  the  fulincfs  of  his  liearr,  our 
divine  has  given  us  an  invitation  to 
dine  with  him  at  his  paribnage  on 
Thurfday  next.  I  expecl  irtinitc  en¬ 
tertainment  from  the  party  ;  and  you 
mav  deper.d,  bv  the  iVcceeJing  noil 
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^to  receive  the  bed  hafli  of  it  which 
:the  cookery  of  my  pen  can  afTortl 
you.  In  the  mean '  time,  and  at  all^ 
times,  1  remain, 

Your^s  moft  afFedlionately. 

(T.  ‘be  continued,) 

DIALOGUE  in  the  SHADES  be- 
tiveen  Sir  Charles  Grandison 
Tristram  Shahdy. 

Grand.  T  ESTEEM  it  a  .peculiar 
X  happinefs  to  meet  an 
being  fo  greatly  celebrated  as  you  arc ; 
and  '  have  long  wifhed '  for  an  oppor- 
’  tunity  of  converfing  freely  with  one 
•whofe  philanthropic  fpirit  has  ren¬ 
dered  him  no  lefs  amiable  than  con- 
fpicuous — whofe  happy  vein  of  hu- 
mou’'  has  often  relaxed  the  furrowed 
brow  of  care — infufed  gaiety  into  the 
defponding  heart — and  who,  though 
often  imitated,  has  been  never  equal¬ 
led. 

Shand.  Sir,  I  am  your  mod  obe¬ 
dient  !  From  a  certain  fomething  I 
fee  about  you,  I  think  I  Ihould  not 
be  midaken  if  I  returned  my  thanks 
-to  Sir  Charles  Grandifon  for  thofe 
high-flown  compliments. 

Grand.  You  are  perfe(dly  right — 
But  as  1  have  no  great  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  you  knew  much  of  me  formerly, 
I  ihould  be  glad  to  know  by  what 
marks  you  have  nov/  found  me  out. 

Shand,  To  fpeak  the  truth — (you’ll 
excufe  the  liberty  I  take) — I  expeded 
fomething  noble,  yet  prim,  in  your 
manner,  and  elegance  blended  with 
formality. 

Grand.  I  never  looked  upon  you 
as  a  flatterer,  nor  wifn  for  a  compli¬ 
ment  at  the  er.pence  of  finccrlty.  Yet 
I  confefs  I  ihould  be  pleafed'to  ac¬ 
quire  your  good  opinion,  which  I  fear 
1  never  had. 

Shand.  Not  to  a  violent  degree,  I 
acknowledge.  But  I  was  always  a 
wbimfical  fellow,  and  my  judgment 
ls,lo  little  to  be  depended  upon,  that 
knowing  its  weaknefs,  1  very  feldom 
cenfulted  it  rayfclf. 


Grand.  If  you  had  oftener,  though 
I  greatly  edeem  your  chara<dcr  in 
many  refpc<ds,  I  ihould  have  look’d 
upon  it  in  a  much  more  favourable 
light  chan  I  do  at  prefent. 

Shand.  Hum  !  I  fuppofe  you  have 
been  dabbling  in  the  performances  of 
fomc  fmall-warc  critics,  who  never 
found  themfelves  fo  comfortable  as 
when  nibbling  at  my  Jtars  and  daJJjes^ 
as  if  high  treafon  could  be  conveyed 
by  a  few  broken  black  lines  and  inof- 
fen  five  aderifms. 

'Grand.  High  treafon  againd  mo- 
dedy  and  decorum  !  I  wonder  how 
you  can  mention  them  without  a 
bludi. 

Shand.  Blufli,  indeed,  for  what 
reafon  \  If  your  fagacious  critic  will 
iit  down  wnth  fpeftacles  on  his  nofe, 
and  pry  into  hieroglyphics  he  knows 
nothing  about,  and  has  no  bufinefs 
to  invedigate — If  he  will  apprehend 
meanings  when  there  were  no  words 
to  convey  them  (which  you  mud  al¬ 
low  to  be  the  only  licenced  hackney 
coaches  for  the  carriage  of  ideas) — 
If,  as  adronomers  who  have  peopled 
the  Zodiac  with  fancied  menders,  to 
afeertain  and  diferiminate  the  pofi- 
tion  of  the  dars  ;  he  will  a£t  the  re- 
verfe,  and  form  figures  for  mine,  to 
exhibit  the  imaginary  monders  that 
lurk  beneath  their  my  derious  arrange¬ 
ment,  could  I  help  it  ?-i-If  I  threw 
out  a  handful  of  nuts  for  the  critics 
to  mumble,  and  crack  their  teeth  if 
they  thought  proper,  was  it  their 
fault  or  mine,  if  they  dooped  to  pick 
them  up  ?  They  might  have  left  them 
alone  in  peace  and  facred  obfeurity. 
1  had  no  more  intention  ;Of  writing 
explanatory  notes  for  my  dalhes  and 
alterifms,  than  of  publifhing  a  com¬ 
mentary  on  my  blank  and  marble 
pages. 

Grand.  Thofe  are  but  idle  fubter- 
fuges — your  meaning  is  fliamefully 
obvious.  Too  many  indecent  paffa- 
ges  might  be  quoted^  over  which  you 
have  not  even  attempted  to  throw  th** 
flighted  veih 
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Shand.  I  wllh  I  knew  how  to  fof- 
ten  the  afperity  of  your  ccnfure. — 
Suppofe  I  was  to  plead  a  predilec¬ 
tion  for  primitive  manners  ;  would 
that  be  of  any  fervice  to  me  ?  Sim¬ 
plicity,  you  know,  is  nearly  allied  to 
innocence — witnel's  your  JiTijily  Jer- 
'joije. 

Grand,  Ridicule,  Mr  Shandy^  is  no 
argument  -  it  carries  no  convidlion 
with  it;  but  is  in  general  the  dernier 
refort  of  the  ignorant  and  impudent. 
I  cannot  indeed  refle<5l  without  a- 
mazemtnt,  that  one  fo  capable  of  im- 
j)roving  mankind  as  you  were,  ihould 
merely  think  of  diverting  them,  and 
that,  too,  often  at  the  expence  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  religion.  That  fuch  excel¬ 
lent  talents  mould  be  fo  vilely  mifap- 
plied  muft  excite  pity,  or  kindle  in¬ 
dignation  in  every  ferious  and  devout 
mind ! 

Shand.  You  think  now,  I  dare  fay, 
that  you  have  uttered  a  very  proper 
fententious  fpccch  on  this  lamentable 
cccafion,  and  given  it  me  very  feVere- 
ly — a  thru  ft  not  to  be  parried  1  But  1 
like  your  felf-fufticicncy  ;  you  refem- 
ble  ?ne  in  it ;  PH  therefore  deal  free¬ 
ly  with  you,  and  candidly  confefs, 
that  1  have  too  often  neglcdcd  decen¬ 
cy  and  delicacy.  But  PH  not  allow 
the  ill  effcilsf  which  I  fee  you  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  deduce  from  this  conceflion. 
There  is  nothing  in  my  life  and  opini-  ^ 
ens  calculated  to  heighten  the  fancied  j 
pJeafurcs  of  vice,  or  to  difplay  it  in  a 
tempting  light. — The  Lady^s  drejjing 
by  Sfivifty  may  with  as  great 
propriety  be  charged  againft  him,  ns 
written  intentionally  to  debauch  men’s 
morals,  and  promote  the  fpii  it  of  in¬ 
trigue,  as  any  exceptionable  paiTages 
in  my  hiftory  culled  out  tor  that  pur- 
pofe. 

'  Grand,  Can  profanenefs  be  excu* 
fed  ?  Does  chat  celebrated  writer’s  in¬ 
delicacy,  which  his  fuperior  talents 
c;m  palliate  6/;/v,  not  atone  for,  vin¬ 
dicate  you  in  following  the  exception¬ 
able  part  of  his  character  ;  and  giving 
the  reins  to  yoiir  hcad-ftrong  fancy 
VoL.  LVP 


(your  kohhy  horfe  if  you  pleafe)  in 
plunging  on  through  the  fame  dirty 
road  ? 

Sha?id,  I  tell  you  no  ; — though  I 
do  not  much  approve  of  your  meta¬ 
phor. — I  only  ailert,  that  my  produc¬ 
tions,  how’ever  in  fome  refpedls  liable 
to  cenfure,  no  way  tend  to  promote 
libertinifm  and  immorality.  Nay  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  declaring,  that  the 
^ grave  and  fententious  Sir  Charves 
Grandison  has  done  more  hurt  than 
I  the  facetious  Tristram  Shandy. 

I  Grand,  How  ?  I,  who  have  ela¬ 
borately  difplaycd  the  amiablenefs  of 
virtue — the  Rew  ards  to  which  it  is  en¬ 
titled  and  its  attainment  of  them  ? — 
who  have  branded  vice  with  infamy, 
and  IheWn  that  iniferyis  its  inevitable 
confequence  ?— = — you  jeft  furely  ? 

Skandi  ’Tis  hard,  that  I  who  am 
fo  feldom  ferious  Ihould  not  be  be¬ 
lieved  w  hen  I  really  am  fo. 

I  Grand,  I  have  reafon,  Sir,  to  think 
that  I  have  improved  the  world  :  I 
have  greatly  contributed  to  give  the 
fair  fex  a  tafte  for  letters,  which,  with¬ 
out,  they  would  not  have  acquired 
from  mere  moral  performances  ;  and 
fomething  catertaiiiing  mixed  wirh 
them  ;  taught  them  to  exprefs  them- 
felves  in  tpiftolary  coiTefpondencc 
with  cafe  and  propriety. 

Shand,  You  have  indeed  taught 
many  an  hiimhle  fair  to  confume  her 
time  in  fcribbling  over  flieets  of  paper, 
addrelfed  to  a  confidenti.il  friend,  who 
could  not  w'rite  a  fentcnce  without 
committing  high  treafon  againft  gram¬ 
mar  and  orthography  ;  and  who  had 
much  belter  have  employed  herfelf  in 
attending  to  doineftic  a'conomy,  or 
the  bufinefs  Ihc  was  brought  up  to. 

Grand,  Have  I  not  inftruded  them 
liow'  to  acquire  regard,  efteem,  and 
affciftion  by  their  condiuft;  difplay ed 
the  evils  that  inuli  inevitably  attend 
their  accepting  an  improper  oft'er, 
and  the  necefTity  of  making  a  right 
choice,  if  they  pay  any  regard  to 
their  fiuurc  wcilarc  ? 

Siam!,  You  have  induced  many 
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romantic  girls  to  pine  away  vvlrh  dlf-  i  by  the  earth’s  natural  poverty,  cr 
content  at  not  meeting  v'ith  thole  :  Ihoot  forth  ulelefs  weeds  in  unprofita-^ 
amiable  qv.ali  ies  mlheiHovcri, which,  \  ble  luxuriance.  To  the  lower  claii'es 
though  eilential  rc  the  charadtr  (‘f  a  \  of  life,  who  ought  to  dedicate  their 
hnilhed  novel  hero,  w’tre  probabiy  »  lime  to  labour,  iucti  kind  of  reading 
never  united  in  tlie  compofitioii  of  a  |  generally  proves  detriiiiental. — Serid- 
mere  miirlnl  man — and  others,  w  ho  i  mental  novels  inculcate  in  their  minds 
with  lefs  dididence  ventured  into  the  !  ideas  very  unfuiiablc  to  their  fituatiou 
marri.u-e  itate,  finding  their  hulbands  ;  ia  life.  Like  ferpents  they  imbih-^ 
not  entirely  poircifed  of  the  qualiiica-  1  poifon  from  the  foodful  earth;  a^ 
tlons  of  Sir  Charlks  Gkandison,  j  the  fineif-tonM  inltruments  in  unlkii. 
have  loo-ked  on  worthy  men  as  infipid  j  ful  ’ hands  utter  the  moil  difeordaut 
V)eii  "s _ on  very  honed  fellov^'s  as  un-  |  founds. 

feeling  buites,  and  accufed  the  cruel  j  Grand.  By  allowing  the  goodnefs 
fates  for  having  united  them  to  peo-  j  of  the  defign  you  however  pay  me  a 
pie  fo  blind  to  tiieir  charms,  and  un-  i  kind  of  involuntary  praife. 
conlcious  of  their  deierts. — Your’s,  \  Shaud..  d'here  is  a  lediournefs  too 
and  other  fwcet  characlcrs  that  have  |  in  thofe  letters  of  youi’s  tliat  diigulis 


1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

M 


L I T  E  R  A  R  Y  A  M  U  S  E  M  E  N  T. 


Upon  you  as  a  compound  of  periec-  not  ht^en  followed,  it  cannot  \viili 
lions:  and  if  1  do  not  hurt  your  dig-  jidtice  be  charged  as  a  fault  lo  me — 
nicy  by  the  limiliraJc,  I  would  com-  \vi\erher  )0u  feel  any  pijafure  from 
pare  you  to  a  ^uuck-do^tor — one  ot  funilar  reMecUons,  I  leave  \outo  con- 
the  moll  refpei^table  I  mean :  a  lider. 

Uominiceti  ifyoupleafe;  but  that  will 

not  do  fo  w'cil  ;  your  medicines  are  MEDICAL  ADVICE.  By  t'c  !u!j 
•not  rejloraih^s. —  However,  I  will  cAsbra^cd  Dr  EO'T HEllG I LL. 
fuppofe  you  have  a  large  Hock  of 

good  prelcriptions belonging  to  you —  ^  HE' air  which  is  b:fl.  Is  pure, 

you  pull  oH  your  n'jjh'uwst  and  they  dry,  and  temper:::?,  untainted 

are  iwallowcd  greedily.  It  (hey  lal!  j  with  noxious  damps,  or  putrid  txiia- 
into  good  hands,  and  are  properly  j  Liriuns,  houfe  is  iieiltijily  li- 

applieil  ( Which  I  lear  Is  but  Icldom  j  tuated  on  a  riling  ground,  gravelly 
th^.  cate), they  will  be  lound  ol  fervicc;  j  ftul,  and  an  open  dry  counlry.  Sud- 
hiit  when  tlie  igpiorant  get  hold  of!  dcii  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  fiouid 
ti\em,  what  by  over^doting  and  iidf-  ]  be  avoided  as  much  as  polliblj.  A 
application,  they  will  operate  molt  !  man  may  be  convinced  i\<:  hath  co.ii- 
in.-rribly,  and  inlLcad  of  curing  old  !  mittci  no  excefi  in  catincr,  tcc.  if  iai- 
dii{)rders,  create  nev/  ones,  I  will  |  mediately  alter  dinner  he  c.in  wiitc, 
not  prctu.ne  to  put  myfcli  on  a  par  j  walk,  ccc.  wiih  pleafiire  ;  if  akcr  flip  • 
wiih  you,  but  be  contented  with  the  1  per  his  ilcep  i;e  not  Ihorreueil  or  dif- 
huinbler  <di:n'ack*r  ot  a  Merry- An-  j  turbed  ;  if  no  heaJ-ac‘\  next  morn' 
drew,  Wiiiill  you  with  a  grave  face  }  ing;,  nor  ’incrimrr.v'ui  hacking  or  fpit- 
atbire  the  populace.that  youh’i  cure  all  j  ting,  ])ad  tade,  c<c. 
diforders,  1  only  tell  them  that  PH  1  We  ihoulJ  nor.  indiiigc  ouiTelves 
make  them  laugh  heartily  ;  and  fo  •  witli  ;i  dilcoi'dant  varieiy  ot  aiunents 
1  attic  :iway  fenfe  and  nnnfenl’e  at  ran-  I  at  one  meal.  Ifuuful  aliments,  or 
tiom,  .-iTid  jokes, fometimes,  it  muH  be  j  fpcon  meats,  arc  mod  prop.r,  when 
contcirccl,  not  of  the  nicetl  kind.  The  I  immcdialc  refreliimtnt  is  iccpnired, 
croud  ttare,  clap  their  hands,  and  j  after  great  abiVinence  or  tatiguc,  be- 
.crack  their  udes  with  hiiightcr.  Mean*  1  caufe  they  mingle  the  irjorie:'  "vit.h 

I  J  r>  ^  ^ 

while  fome  lour,  faturnine  fellows  j  tlie  !>Iood.  Pure  wa/er  is  the  belr. 
creep  into  a  corner  and  abufc  me:  \  drink  for  all  ages  and  lemperimcnO' . 
one  fays,  I  am  not  fo  great  a  fool  1  Tea  is  leirelhing  lo  foine,  ’o  otficrs 
.as  I  pretend  to  be — Another  obferves,  occallons  fickncfs,  oC  C ,  b .  ich  oiily 
“  that  fucii  kind  of  people  ought  not  thicreiore  Vvith  wl'.om  it  agrees  lliould 
to  be  tolerated” — A  third  aiferts,  ufe  it.  Coifee,  bring  more  tlerv  a.u^ 
that  fuch  violent  convuliion:;  of  the  aif^ive,  fhould  be  uled  with  caution — 
face,  and  inarticiilute  biirits  oi  ap-  but  experleuce  mull  rnl-j.  Chocolat': 
plaufe,  are  unbecoming  the  digniiy  is  noui  illung  and  bali.imic  when  fren? 
of  human  nature,  that  people  Ihould  and  good,  but  very  difagrecable  when 
be  reafoned  out  of  it,  and  convinced  the  nut  is  badly  prepared.  Per: or < 
of  the  fin  and  folly  of  fuch  iudeccut  cd  tender  conliiuuiciis  ihould  be  c.ue- 
and  illegal  mirth.”  At  length,  (tart-  lul  to  chew  their  nuat  well, 
led  by  loud  continued  peals  of  unex-  Tiiat  Is  the  bell  excrclie  in  v/hicli  .a 
tinguilhed  laughter,  they  fneak  away  perfon  moll  delights,  and  the  bed 
with  uplifted  hands, difconlentcd  faces,  time  to  ufe  it  is,  when  the  liomacli  :s 
:nid  give  me  up  the  held.  empty  ;  cxercife  is  bad  immcdi.iiely 

Grand,  It  is  mine,  however,  to  en-  after  a  full  meal,  arid  Ihould  never  be 
joy  the  coincious  fatIsia(ftion  of  fo  as  to  cauie  w^  ir  tic's,  ihort  breath, 
having  fet  a  ?o)od  example,  and  if  it  ^c. — extrcilc,  pcifarmed  partly  b) 
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ourfelvcs,  and  partly  by  foreign  af- 
fiftance,  is  moll  fuitable  to  Aich  as 
are  neither  very  robqft  nor  very  ten¬ 
der— horfes,  &c. — After  exercife  we 
Ihould  rub  our  bodies  well  with  a 
dry  cloth,  and  change  our  linen, 
which  fliould  be  well  aired.  Every 
one  (hould  reft  for  fome  time  after 
exercife,  before  he  fits  down  to  djne 
or  fup. 

Six  or  feven  hours  fleep  are  fuffi- 
cient  for  youth  and  manhood  ;  the 
infirm  are  not  to  be  limited.  Mode¬ 
rate  (leep  increafes  perfpiration,  pro¬ 
motes  digeftion,  cherifhes  the  body, 
and  cxhilerates  the  mind  ;  and  they 
who  are  apt  to  be  internij>ted  in  their 
deep,  Ihould  neverthelefs  keep  them- 
felves  quiet  and  warm  in  their  bed, 
wMth  their  eyes  (hut,  without  tofling 
or  tumbling. 

Tp  eat^  b^ut  not  to  fatisfy — to  la¬ 
bour,  hut  not  to  wearinefs — and  to 
keep  in  nature,  are  of  all  things  moft 
healthful.  By  not  prefcribing  any 
thing  for  the  teeth  tp  them  that 
dwell  by  the  fea-fidc,  \ye  are  UWght 
the  ufe  of  fea*  water. 

An  exercife  daily  pf  the  fpeech  is 
of  wonderful  ufe,  not  only  as  to 
health,  but  to  ftrength — not  athletic, 
but  fuch  as  give  n'ght  tones>  and  in- 
Wcard  vigour  to  the  vital  and  noble 
parts.  All  paflionate  noife,  and  fuch 
as  would  force  our  lungs,  Ihould  be 
avoided.  Eat  folid  food  with  much 
caution,  as  fleih,  cheefe,  figs,  eggs, 
but  more  freely  of  moift,  as  herbs, 
fowls,  and  fifti,  n(»t  too  fat.  It  is  beft 
to  eat  no  tlefli  at  all  ;  for  the  earth 
affords  plenty  enough  of  things,  not 
only  for  nburiftiment,  but  for  delight 
and  enjoyment.  But  if  you  cannot 
refrain,  iie(h  meats  fliould  be  ufed 
firft,  by  way  of  foundation  for  lighter 
meats  that  follow. 

As  for  liquors,  we  fliould  never 
make  milk  our  drink,  but  rather  as  a 
food,  it  yielding  folid  nourilhment. — 
Wine  is  the  moft  beneficial  of  all 
drinks;  the  pl.alantcft  phyfic  in  the 


I  w^orld,  if  it  be  drunk  in  time,  when  it 
I  is  more  feafonable  than  water.  V/e 
i  fliould  accullofii  ourfelves,  in  our  dai- 
j  ly  diet,  to  drink  two  or  three  glalfcs 
of  water  :  fome  people  after  being  in 
the  fun,  or  at  hard  labour,  will  drink 
ale,  or  wine,  when  they  ought  to 
drink  water,  which  is  far  better,  tho’ 
phyficians  feem  moft  to  have  mifta- 
ken  this  matter ;  for  then  the  body 
wants  to  be  coniforccd  and  fmootlied, 
and  ale  and  wine  makes  it  more  fiery, 
while  water  only  can  compofe  it. 

A  lover  of  learning  and  the  Mu  * 
ftfs  will  not  for  fake  his  book  or  his 
lyre  for  the  fake  of  a  fupper  if  it  be 
late.  The  beft  exercifp  alter  fupper 
is  walking  or  dancing.  Queftions  in 
hiftory  and  poetry  are  the  beft  for  a 
I  fecond  courfe  after  fupper. 

Free  Thoughts  on  an  Interestin(; 
Question. 

In  fwkat  Country  viay  a  Citizen  of  the 
World  fettle  inojl  eligibly  P 

To  the  Publisher,  ir. 

S  I  K, 

F  your  various  correfpondents 
froni  different  parts  of  the  world 
\vould  pay  their  attention  to  fuch  an 
inquiry  as  this,  and  give  their  fenti- 
ments  upon  it,  for  the  information  ot 
the  public,  it  would  add  confiderably 
to  the  utility  of  your  very  agreeable 
naifcellapy. 

England 

Was  certainly  the  firft  in  the  world 
in  many  refpe^^s.  Liberty  more  e- 
qual,  and  better  afeertained,  than  in 
any  other — toleration — a  mild  reli¬ 
gion— freedom,  from  being  the  feat 
of  war— and  every  convenience  and 
brilliancy  that  immenfc  wealth  fpreads 
through  a  people.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  fo  exceffively  expenfive — and  fo 
highly  taxed,  that  landed  property 
(the  moft  flattering  and  engaging  of 
all  other)  is  little  defirable.  At  pre¬ 
sent  taxation  is  fo.  high  as  to  make 
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this  kingdom  eligible  only  for  a  mo¬ 
nied  man  of  great  wealth. — The  cli¬ 
mate  tolerable. 

Ireland 

Has  all  the  advantages  of  England, 
with  fcarcc  any  of  its  difadvant.iges. 
But  its  (hades  are  an  opprelfed  popu¬ 
lace  of  a  different  religion,  and  man¬ 
ners,  in  many  refpedts,  uncivilized. — 
The  climate  bad. 

France. 

Cheapnefs  of  living  very  advanta¬ 
geous — the  manners  of  the  people 
highly  pleafing — the  climate  delicious. 
Revcrfe  the  medal,  liberty  only  moves 
with  difcretion — landed  property  o- 
pen  to  (evere  taxations — and  very  lit¬ 
tle  toleration. 

Italy. 

Cheapnefs  of  living  greater  than  in 
France — climate  equal — the  liveli- 
nefs  of  the  people  agreeable — but  ve¬ 
ry  little  focicty — liberty,  religion,  and 
taxation,  all  fail. 

Holland  and  Switzerland. 
Government  more  fcverc  than  in  mo¬ 
narchies —  toleration  midling  —  fome 

fociety,  but  manners  unpleafing - 

better  in  Switzerland  than  in  Hol¬ 
land — climate  of  both  bad — taxation 
ill  Holland  excellive. 

Russia. 

Landed  property  highly  advanta¬ 
geous,  and  taxes  very  trifling — cheap¬ 
nefs  of  living  greater  than  in  any  part 
of  Europe — fociety  and  manners  not 
to  be  thought  of — the  climate  in  the 
fouthern  parts  finer  than  the  fouth 
of  France — liberty  a  blank — tolera¬ 
tion  fo^  fo. - — 

Pennsylvania. 

Of  all  the  countries  in  the  w’orld  the 
moil  unexceptionable  in  the  articles 
of,  I.  Liberty  ;  2,  Toleration  ;  3. 
Landed  property  ;  4.  Taxation  ;  5. 
Cheapnefs  of  living — and  where  file 
is  not  equally  fo,  as  in  fociety,  man¬ 
ners,  and  climate,  (lill  is  (he  in  the 
two  firll  every  day  improving  ;  and 
‘  the  laft,  though  not  good,  becaufe 
running  into  too  great  excremes,  yet 
in  the  hilly  part  backwards,  much 


better,  and  equal  to  all  the  nerthern 
climates,  and  moii  of  the  fouthem 

ones  of  Europe. - This,  then,  is  the 

country,  of  all  others,  the  moll  defi¬ 
nable  to  live  in,  and  wnll  continue  fo, 
unlefs  Congrefs  changes  the  fyftecu 
which  hitherto  has  been  its  guide. 

RUSTICU6. 

y^NRCDOTli  of  the  Life  Lord 
Chancellor  NORTHINGTOK. 
From  Bilhop  New’ton’s  Life. 

IN  the  early  part  of  this  Noble¬ 
man’s  life,  in  a  caufe  of  loine  coii- 
fequence  at  Briflol,  Mr  Reeve,  a  con- 
fiderable  merchant,  and  one  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  was  crofs-ex- 
amined  by  him  with  much  ridicule 
and  raillery.  Mr  Reeve  complained 
of  it  at  the  time  ;  and  when  the 
Court  had  adjourned,  and  the  Law¬ 
yers  W’ere  all  together  at  the  White 
Lion,  Mr  H^eve  fent  one  of  the 
waiters  to  let  Mr  Henley  know",  that 
a  gentleman  w-anted  to  fpeak  to  him 
[  in  a  room  adjoining.  Asfoon  as  Mr 
I  Henley  had  entered  the  room,  Mr 
Reeve  locked  the  door,  and  put  the 
key  in  his  Docket.  “  Friend  Henley 
(la’d  he)  I  cannot  call  thee,  for  tliou 
haft  ufed  me  moil  fcurriloufly.  Thou 
mightell  think  perhaps  that  a  Quaker 
might  be  infulted  w'ith  impunity  ;  but 
1  am  a  man  of  fpirit,  and  I  am  come 
to  demand,  and  will  have  fatisfadlioii. 
Here  are  two  fwords,  here  are  two 
piftols,  chufe  thy  w^eapons,  or  fight 
me  at  filly -cuffs  if  thou  hall  rather  ; 
but  fight  me  thou  (halt  before  w"c 
leave  this  room,  or  beg  my  pardon.’* 
— Mr  Henley  pleaded  in  cxcufe,  that 
it  was  nothing  more  than  the  iifual 
language  at  the  bar;  that  what  w"as 
faid  in  Court  Ihould  not  be  queftioned 
out  of  Court.  Lawyers  fometimes 
advanced  things  to  I'crve  their  clients^ 
perhaps  beyond  the  truth  ;  but  fucli 
fpeeches  died  in  fpcaking.  He,  w?s 
fo  far  from  intending  any  inful t  or 
injury,  that  he  had  really  forgottcii 
wliat  he  had  faid,  and  hoped  the 


has  no  right  to  enter  upon  matrimo¬ 
ny  till  alter  he  has  Hocked  his  farm, 
and  rendered  himfell'  independent  ot 
the  world.  And  what  may  feein  to 
confirm  tnis  opinion  is,  that  whereas, 
with  regard  to  all  the  other  animals 
of  the  creation,  the  male  and  female 
were  Hruck,  at  once,  like  a  pair  of 
tallies,  Man  was  not  fitted  till  fur- 
ther  leifurc. 


father  would  not  remember  it.  Upon 
his  word  and  lionour,  he  never  mean, 
to  give  him  the  leall  offence;  but  il 
nndefignedly  he  had  offended  him,  he 
was  forry  for  it,  and  he  was  ready  to 
beg  his  pardon,  w’hich  was  a  gentle¬ 
man’s  fatisfaffion.  Well  (faid 
Reeve),  as  the  affront  was  public, 
the  reparation  mull  be  fo  too.  If 
thou  wilt  nor  fight,  but  beg  my  par 
flon,  thou  mud  beg  niy  pardon  before 
the  company  in  the  next  room  Mr 
Henley  wuth  feme  difficulty  and  Ibme 
delay,  fubmitted  to  this  condition,  and 
thus  the  fray  ended. 

Ho  farther  notice  was  taken  on 
either  fide,  till  after  fome  years  the 
Lord  Chancellor  v;rote  a  letter  to  Mr 
Reeve,  informing  him  that  fiich  a 
(hip  was  come,  or  coming  into  the 
port  of  Briflol,  with  a  couple  of  pipes 
of  Madeira  rn  board  configned  to 
him.  He  therefore  begged  of  Mr 
Reeve  to  pay  the  freight  and  the  duty, 
and  to  caufe  the  veifels  to  be  put  into 
a  waggon,  and  to  be  fent  to  the 
Orange,  and  he  would  take  the  firft 
opportunity  of  defraying  all  charges, 
and  Ihould  think  himfelf  infinitely 
obliged  to  him.  All  was  done  as  de- 
fired  ;  and  the  winter  rollovving,  when 
Mr  Reeve  was  in  town  he  dined  at 
the  Chancellor’s,  with  leverai  of  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry.  After  dinner 
the  Chancellor  related  the  whole  Hory 
ot  his  acquaintance  with  his  friend 
Reeve,  and  of  every  particular  that 
had  paiTed  between  them  with  great 
good  humour  and  pleafantry,  and 
to  the  no  little  diverfioii  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 


IN  the  Public  Advertifer  of  June 
4.  1770,  there  wms  an  account  given 
of  a  dog  that  happened  to  have  been 
fijckled  by  a  cat,  at  a  houle  near 
Newgatc-market,  and  that  it  was  ne¬ 
ver  heard  to  bark,  though  then  grown 
up,  and  provoked  to  it  all  manner  ov 
ways,  even  by  knocking  at  the  door, 
or  otherwife  difturbing  it,  in  the  dead 
of  the  night ;  nor  did  it  mew.  I  en¬ 
quired  about  the  fad,  and  found  k 
true. 


WHAT  gratitude  is  due  from  a 
perfon  born  blind  to  one  who  enableii 
him  to  fee  ?  and  yet  flill  more  to  one 
who  teaches  him  to  read  ;  becaiUe 
his  enjoyments  are  of  an  higher  kind, 
and  afford  him  the  benefit  of 
eyes  by  night  as  well  as  by  d  iy,  be- 
fidcs  the  advantage  of  enlightening 
his  mind. 


OF  all  the  metamorphofes  of  Ovid, 
I  Ihould  prefer  the  being  changed  in¬ 
to  a  “  Tree,”  for  the  fake  of  iny  chil¬ 
dren.— What  a  confolation  would  it 
then  be  in  death  to  think  that  the 
burying  of  the  root  would  make  the 
branches  thrive. 


Curious  Thoughts  and  Observa 

TIONS. 


ONE  of  the  Mummeries  of  the 
Greek  church,  among  the  Mufeo- 
vites,  is  the  putting  a  certificate  into 
the  coffin  of  a  defund,  figned  by  the 
Patriarch,  and  fold  by  tlie  Prieil,  as 
a  paffport  for  St  Peter  to  let  the  foul 
in.  Poor  filly  human  nature  ! 


Adam  had  not  a  helpmate  gi¬ 
ven  him  till  after  the  bealls  of 
the  field,  the  birds  of  the  air,  and  the 
fifhes  of  the  water,  had  been  placed 
under  his  dominion.  The  moral  of 
which  appears  to  be  this : — that  Man 
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«D£  fcr  hh  MAJF.STrs  BlRTH-DAr, 
June  4.  ijSi.  By  Willium  Whiichcad,  Efq; 
Fod-Laureat* 

STfl.L  does  reUi(f>ant  Peace' ref ufc, 

Tho’  courted  by  cacli  }»eiicx*uus  mind 
To  llitd  her  Panareaii  dews. 

And  heal  the  madii  fs  of  mankind! 

Murt  thi  s  aulpicif’Us  day  acai.i 
Be  clouded  with  one  anxi.'us  care. 

And  pow’rs  malii^narit  r  nder  vain 
The  Monarch’s  fondeit  vvijh,  the  People’s 
gen’ral  prayer. 

O  no  1  in  yonder  pregnant  fky, 

Whence  all  our  hopes,  our  b  e^ngs  fpring, 
New  hurtling  Ifenes  of  glory  lie. 

And  future  joys  arc  on  tlie  wing; 

The  lingering  moon,  tliat  coylv  Ihcds 
On  broken  clouds,  and  mountain  heads, 

At  firfl  a  glimm’riug  ray. 

Now  brighter  and  no  ,v  brighter  glow?, 

Wide  and  more  wide  tlie  lautr  hows, 

’Till  all  is  perfect  day, 

And  harth,  rejoicing  in  etnerial  light. 
Forgets  the  dreary  darops,  and  live-long  Ihades 
of  night. 

Sat’atc  of  'sar,  whofe  mad  cxcefs 

No  boui  tl,  no  kind  reltric^.ion  knows, 

Blit  marks  its  piogrcfs  with  uidich, 

J'he  willing  world  ih.dl  ieck  lepofe, 

And  Belgia,  waRingfrom  her  dreams. 

Of  (iad.c  frauds,  i-udive  fchcmcs. 

Shall  add  new  itiength  to  Concord’s  chain, 
And  know  her  antiei.t  trierids  again. 
Wliilc  thofe  whom  nearer  tics  unite, 

Whom  ail  the  charities  coin  bine. 

Shall  backward  turti  the  r  tiembdirig  light. 
And  deprecate  the  wiaih  divine; 

’Midll  bleeding  heaos  of  brothers  llain, 
*Midll  Uelolation’s  horrid  re’gii. 

And  all  its  complicated  woes. 

With  wild  at!ii|  ht  in  cv’ry  tace, 

Shall  llrain  more  dole  the  embrace, 
And  wonder  they  could  e’er  be  Iocs. 

O  pleafing  hope,  O  biell  ptciagr, 

Of  j(»ys  10  lall  tnun  age  t  age. 

For  wii.ti  Ileav’n’s  fell  coniiuauds  mufl  Heav  11 
approve, 

P.eturniiig  amity,  and  mutual  love  I 

And  hark!  on  yonder  Weftern  main, 
Imptrious  France  is  taught  r-'  know 
Th  at  Ihiraiii  rc-alliiincs  licr  reign  : 

Her  thunders  cnly  deep  to  Ihilcc  the  deeper 
blow. 

\e  i>ations,  hear!  the  Gallic  Orr, 

Shorn  of  its  beams,  th’  horiion  lesves, 
Tliat  fatal  firebiand  of  the  war, 

No  longer  daz^ic-s  and  deceives 


Record  it  in  the  falrell  light 
Of  frtitliiul  hilt’ry  s  future  pa^e, 

“  4'hey  only  tiiuniiih’d  vvhiilt  they  fhunn’d 
tlie  b  ght, 

“  W  c  when  we  forc’d  them  to  engage.** 

A  feafonahle  Parody  on  a  Rikt'i-Oay  Ooi. 

STiLI.  does  iduiflant  Sol  itfufe. 

Courted  !)y  milk-maias  ah!  in  vain, 

A'o  chiife  the  damps,  exhale  the  dews, 

Heal  inrinenza’s  madd’nifig  pain. 

Mull  this  .aufpicioiis  day  once  more 
Be  cljiidcd  like  t’.icfe  hcftt  d'ore ! 

Shall  fhow’rs  impreg«'at'"  with  niah’gna.nt  'tit, 

’  1  is  Galen’s  fimdclt  w’ilh,  and  Galen  s  gen  ’raf 
prayer. 

O  yes !  in  yonder  pregnant  fky. 

Whence  all  our  hopes,  and  biis’nefs  fpring. 
New  barking  patie  .ts  drooping  lie. 

New  fees  iM  gol  leu  Ihow’rs  are  on  the  vsing. 
The  ling  ring  n>orn  that  coyly  fneds 
Oil  burfilng  clouds,  and  aching  heads 
At  h-  It  a  'aiity  day, 

Now  thic  c-  r,  .t'ol  now  thicker  pours 
Wide,  and  more  wide,  the  dreary  ihowcrs, 

Witf  oat  O'lC  cheering  idy. 

And  tarth  bemoaning,  in  her  hood-wink’d 
flight,  (flccplefs  nights 

j  OifToives  in  dreary  damps,  and  live*iong 

Satiate  of  tears,  whole  mad  excefs 
No  bounu,  no  kind  reIt.i<fLi  .m  icnovv.c, 

Floods  mark  their  pvogrefs  with  ciifliels. 

The  ha'.t-drown’cl  lambkins  want  lepofe; 
And  poets  waking  Itom  the’r  dreams 
01  golden  Ihowers,  iilufive  fehemes! 

Shall  build  new  caflles  in  the  air, 

And  hail,  with  ravtr.-voice,  the  day  that  fiifl 
is  fair. 

CitHrc  dcjuiit. 

THE  CVBiOVS  CONTEST.  A  Tale. 

’GH  on  a  fhelf.  r.e^leifled  and  f  rlorn 
Lay  Dit^lionary.  dully,  ilog^-ear  d,  torn  : 
Imperfect  page*;  fhew’d  but  huh  ,.t  molt; 

P  onU'  O,  r)  ante  P,  a  as  loll. 

HcLwecn  thelc  two  a  gre-  t  dilpule  aiofe; 

Letfei.'*  M.ay  life  to  woiils,  if  not  to  blows. 

F  ur».»’d  i)f  ..'cdigr.-e  he  was  the  hrll. 

Aud  pic'erence  Jemadded,  as  but  jull. 

Whilll  1)  try’d,  Oh  !  all  this  i)i\.’cecds  fivnxl 
p  idc  ; 

Admit  \ou  are  to  Paradife  ally’d, 

Ytc  I  in  chaos  a  rittli  pan  did  hold, 

A I  111  in  I  or  I  nation  1  am  not  iintohl. 

In  all  tiiofe  ch  meut-s,  as  lire  and  air, 
in  earth  or  water,  what  your  boatlcd  ihare  * 
\iid  ijim;  iny  F  wili  out  of  c'ato  b.,*  huif  h 
Whilll  1  am  foot'd  in  goverirug  the  woi’d. 
Queth  1’,  your  anfwer,  like  yourfclf,  is 
round, 

And  tho’  oft  nvjltip'y’J,  no  .n-un'le."’?  fnund  ' 
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I,  princes,  peers,  and  potentates  command,^ 
Whiift  you  figures  (till  for  nothing 

(land ; 

I  lent  my  aid  to  form  your  parliaments, 

Priells,  politicians,  prelates,  prefidcnts. 

To  peace,  to  plenty,  poets,  and  projccflors. 

To  philomaths,  phyficians,  and  prot^^lors  : 
Without  my  aid  no  man  need  look  tor  hope, 
Kor  (ce  without  me  Emperor  or  Pope. 

But  you,  ril  prove  upon  this  very  fpot, 

A  near  relation  to  an  ideot; 

And  tho’  you  have  for  ages  been  at  fcliool. 

Yet  (lill  ’tis  plain  that  you  arc  half  a  fool. 

Says  O  to  P,  1  11  prove  from  what  ihall  fol¬ 
low. 

And  will  I'ubmit  my  cafe  to  great  Apollo, 
That  by  your  tricks  I’ve  often  been  a  lofcr, 
And  otner’s  places  oft  ufurp’d  by  you,  Sir  ; 
How  plain  is  phial  under  F’s  dilguile; 

In  phoenix  too  your  pilf ’ring  talent  lies ; 

In  which  laft  word  my  very  found  is  loft, 

And  by  an  E  my  face  s  features  croft. 

Your  pride  has  almoft  reachM  the  top  of 
ftccpie. 

And  *twixt  two  P’s  has  ftifled  me  in  people  ; 
But,  *fpite  of  all  your  tricks,  1  make  you  ftop, 
And  ever  w^as  before  you  in  the  top. 

Y*'U  boaft  of  princes,  pow’r,  opinion. 

With  many  more,  but  yet  you’ve  no  domi^ 
nion 

With  Pope,  or  prieft ;  whatever  your  pretence, 
You’ve  nought  to  do  with  learning,  taftc,  or 
(cnlc. 

The  feud  grew  high,  the  youthful  god 
Commanded  filcncc  by  a  nod  ; 

For  he  had  heard  their  plea  at  large, 

And  thus  drew  up  their  fpecial  charge. 

“  When  great  Minerva  gave  you  birtlv. 

And  lent  you  to  the  fons  of  earth, 

You  then  were  ma  le  of  equal  fame, 

And  now'  alike  par  akc  my  name; 

In  property  you’ve  both  been  friends, 
fn  poefy  and  profe  join’d  hands ; 

Each  ta  the  other  you’re  in  debt. 

And  fo  all  thro*  the  alphabet : 

Difpute  no  more,  but  quickly  go 
And  cool  your  heats  in  river  P  O.” 

Keportc/  an  adjudged  Case  not  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  Books. 

(Fro?n  Mr  Cowper’j  Poems.) 

Between  nofe  and  eyes  a  ftrange  conteft 
arofc, 

rhe  fpeftacics  ftt  them  unhappily  wrong  ; 
*l'hc  point  in  difpute  was,  as  all  the  w\  rid 
knows. 

To  which  the  faid  fpc£laelcs  ought  to  be- 
long. 

So  the  Tongue  was  the  lawyer  and  argu'd  the 
caufe 

With  a  great  deal  of  (kill,  and  a  wig  full  of 
learning. 

While  Chief  Baron  Ear  fat  to  balance  the  laws, 
So  fam’d  for  his  talent  in  rrucly  difeerning. 


I  In  behalf  of  the  nofe,  it  will  quickly  appear, 

I  And  your  Lordihip,  he  faid,  will  undoubt- 
cdly  find,  (wear. 

That  the  nofe  has  had  fpeOacies  always  in 
Which  amount^  toi  ollefliontimeout  ef  mind. 

Ti  en  holding  the  fp«*^acle‘  up  to  the  court. 
Your  i.ordlhi!»  obferves  they  are  made  with 
a  ftraddle, 

As  wide  as  the  ridge  of  the  nofe  is.  in  ftiori, 
Defign’d  to  fitclofc  to  it,  juft  like  a  faddle. 

Again,  would  your  Lordihip  a  moment  fuppofe 
(’Ti$  a  calc  that  has  happen’d,  and  may  be 
again) 

That  the  vifage  or  countenance  had  not  a  nofe. 
Pray,  who  w'ould — or  who  could  wear  fpcc- 
tacles  then  I 

On  the  whole  it  appears,  ai:d  my  argument 
Ihow*, 

>  With  a  rcalbning  the  court  will  never  con¬ 
demn, 

That  the  fpe^acles  plainly  were  made  fqiHdi^ 
nofe, 

And  the  nofe  was  as  plainly  intended  for 
them. 

Then  Ihifting  his  fide,  as  a  lawyer  knows  how, 
He  pleaded  again  in  behalf  of  the  eyes. 

But  what  were  his  arguments  few  people  know, 
For  the  court  did  not  think  they  were  equal¬ 
ly  wife. 

So  his  l.ordfhip  decreed  with  a  crave  folemn 
tone, 

Dccifivc  and  dear,  without  one  if  or  but— 
That  whenever  the  nofe  put  his  fpe^acles  on 
By  day-light  or  candle-light— eyes  Ihould  be 
Ihut. 

.  The  PENSIVE  SHEPHERD. 

WAS  under  the  (hade  of  a  tree 
A  Ihepherd  fat  weeping  amain, 

His  flock  afar  off  I  could  fee, 

Had  ftray’d  unohferv'd  to  the  plain. 

“To  pleafure  for  ever  adieu  !” 

(The  Ihcphcrd  difconfolate  faid), 

“  ’  Eis  vaiiilh’d  from  Corydon’s  view, 

“  Since  Phillis  fo  charming  is  dead. 

“  The  nymph  was  fo  gentle  and  kind, 

I  So  corvuant,  fo  faithful,  and  true; 
i  “  Her  equal,  ah !  where  can  1  find, 

I  “  Who  never  inconltancy  knew  ? 

“  Ye  Ihepherds  that  carry  the  bier, 

“  Strew  rofes  and  myrtle  around; 

“  Oh  !  Ihcw  fhat  your  love  is  linccrc, 

“  And  wtep  when  Ihc’s  laid  in  the  ground. 

“  Ye  nymphs  who  are  fprightly.  and  gay, 

Refofe  not  to  Phyllis  a  tear  ; 

*  **  Your  fports  and  y  >ur  paftimes  delay, 

“  And  forrowful  Corydon  hear. 

Ye  Ihepherds  with  flowers  adorn 
“  rhe  grave  of  my  Phyllis  fo  fair  ;  . 

“  Oh  !  piTv  a  Ihepherd  forlorn, 

“  Sure  Cnrydon  ivuriti  a  tear.” 
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Po  EMS  fiippofcd  to  have  been  ^written  at 
Brillol  in  the  l^th  Century,  By 
Thomas  Rowley,  Briefly  <tc^  With 
a  Co?7i7fjentaryy  in  ^vhich  the  Antiquity 
of  them  is  confidered  and  defended.  By 
Jeremiah  Mifles,  D.  D,  [P.  281.] 

The  Appendix  to  this  voliiini- 
nous  work  confilts  of  what  the 
Dean  is  pleafed  to  call  Additional  E- 
videncey  to  corroborate  the  authenti¬ 
city  of  thefe  Poems.  This  additio¬ 
nal  evidence  chiefly  arifes  from  the 
lehimony  of  a  Mr  '^I'iiidlethwalte, 
who,  it  feems,  was  the  intimate  friend 
of  young  Chatterton.  Of  this  Mr 
Thiftlethwaite  we  know  nothing  more 
than  may  be  inferred  from  his  letter ; 
and  as  fo  much  llrefs  is  laid  on  it  by 
the  Dean,  to  whom  it  was  addreffed, 
it  is  at  lead  candid  to  produce  it. 

“  S  I  R, 

In  obedience  to  your  reqneft, 
and  my  own  promife,  I  fit  down  to 
give  you  the  bed  account  in  my  power 
of  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  termination 
of  my  acquaintance  with  the  late  un¬ 
fortunate  Thomas  Chatterton. 

“  In  the  fummer  of  1763,  being 
then  in  the  twelfth  year  of  my  age,  I 
contracted  an  intimacy  with  one  Tho¬ 
mas  Phillips,  who  was  fome  time 
ufher,  or  aflidant  mader,  of  an  hof- 
pital,  or  charity- fchool,  founded  for 
the  education  and  maintenance  of 
youth  at  Bridol,  by  Edward  Coldon, 
Efq; — Phillips,  notwithdanding  the 
difadvantage  of  a  very  confined  edu¬ 
cation,  polTeired  a  tade  for  hidory  and 
poetry  ;  of  the  latter  the  magazines, 
and  other  periodicals  or  that  time, 
furnifhed  no  very  contemptible  fpeci- 
men. 

“  Towards  the  latter  end  of  that 
year,  by  means  of  my  intimacy  with 
Phillips,  I  formed  a  conneefrion  with 
alter  ton,  who  was  on  the  founda- 
Vo...  LVF. 


tion  of  that  fchool,  and  about  four¬ 
teen  months  younger  than  myfclf. — 
The  poetical  attempts  of  Phillips  had 
excited  a  kind  of  literary  emulation 
amongd  the  eider  cialfes  of  the  feho- 
lars  ;  the  love  of  fame  animated  their 
hofoms,  and  a  variety  of  competitors 
appeared  to  difpute  the  laurd  with 
him.  Their  endeavours  however,  in 
general,  did  not  meet  with  the  fuccefs 
which  their  zeal  and  aflidiiity  deler- 
ved';  and  Phillips  dill,  to  the  morti¬ 
fication  of  his  opponents,  came  olf 
victorious  and  unhurt. 

“  In  all  thefe  trifling  contentions, 
the  fruits  of  which  are  now,  and  have 
been  long  lince  defer vedly  and  en¬ 
tirely  forgotten,  Chatterton  appeared 
merely  as  an  idle  fpedaior,  noways 
intereded  in  the  bufinefs  of  tlie  dra¬ 
ma,  fimply  contenting  himi’clf  with 
the  fports  and  padimes  more  imme- 
ately  adapted  to  his  age  ;  he  appa¬ 
rently  polfeired  neither  inclination, 
nor  indeed  ability,  for  literary  pur- 
fuits  ;  nor  do  I  believe  (notwithllan- 
ding  the  evidence  adduced  to  the 
contrary  by  the  author  of  Love  and 
Madnefs)  that  he  attempted  the  com- 
pofirion  of  a  Tingle  couplet  during  the 
fird  three  years  of  my  acquaintance 
with  him. 

“  Going  down  Horfe-dreet,  near 
the  fchool,  one  day,  during  the  fum¬ 
mer  of  1764,  1  accidentally  met  with 
Chatterton.  Entering  into  conver- 
fation  with  him,  the  fubjed  of  which 
I  do  not  now  recoiled,  he  informed 
me  he  was  in  polfeilion  of  certain  old 
MSS,  w^hich  had  been  found  depofi- 
ted  in  a  died  in  Redclide  church, 
and  that  he  had  lent  fome  or  one  of 
them  to  Phillips.  Within  a  day  or 
two  after  thh  I  law  Phillips,  and  re¬ 
peated  to  him  the  information  I  had 
received  from  Chatterton.  Phillips 
produced  a  MS.  on  parchment  or 
vellum,  which,  I  am  confident,  w^as 
Eltnoure  and  kind  of  padorai 

eclogue,  atteinvards  publiihed  in  the 
Towm  and  Country  Magazine  for 
Mav  The  parchmeitt  or  vel- 
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luin  appeared  to  have  been  clofely 
pared  round  the  margin,  tor  what 
purpol'e,  or  by  what  accident,  I  know 
not ;  but  the  words  were  evidently 
entire  and  unrautiiated.  As  the  wri¬ 
ting  was  yellow  and  pale,  nianitefily 
(as  I  conceive)  occafioned  by  age,  1 
and  coniequenlly  difficult  to  decy¬ 
pher,  Phillips  had  with  his  pen  tra¬ 
ced  and  gone  over  feveral  of  the  lines 
(which,  as  far  as  my  recolledion 
jcrves,  were  written  in  the  manner 
of  profe),  labouring  to  attain  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  purfuit,  an  inveftigation  of 
their  meaning.  I  endeavoured  to  af- 
lill  him  ;  but,  from  an  almoft  total 
ignorance  of  the  charaders,  manners, 
language,  and  orthography  of  the 
age  in  which  the  lines  were  written, 
all  our  efforts  were  unprotitably  ex¬ 
erted  ;  and  although  we  arrived  at  an  ' 
explanation  of,  and  conne(ffed  many 
of  the  words,  ffill  the  ftnfe  w  as  no- 
torioufly  deficient.  For  my  owm  part, 
having  little  or  no  tafte  for  fuch  llu- 
dies,  I  repined  not  at  the  difappoini- 
ment.  Phillips,  on  the  contrary,  was 
to  all  appearance  mortified ;  indeed 
much  more  fo  than  at  time  I 
thought  the  obje<ff  deferved  ;  expref- 
liiig  his  furrow  at  his  w  ant  of  fuccefs, 
and  repeatedly  declaring  his  inten¬ 
tion  of  refuining  the  attempt  at  a  fu¬ 
ture  period.  Whether  he  kept  his 
word  or  not  is  a  circumftance  I  am 
entirely  unacquainted  with,  nor  do  I 
conceive  a  determination  thereof  any¬ 
ways  material  at  prefent. 

In  the  year  1765,  I  was  put  ap¬ 
prentice  to  a  hationer  at  Briffol,  at 
which  period  my  acquaintance  and 
corriifpondeiice  wiili  Chatterton  and 
Phillips  fet!!!  to  have  undergone  a 
temporary  diirojutiop  ;  however,  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  1767,  or  at 
the  beginning  of  1768,  bting  feut  to 
the  office  of  Lambert,  an  attor¬ 
ney,  then  itfideiit  at  Brillol,  for  feme 
books  which  wanted  binding,  in  the 
execuiion  of  that  errand  I  found 
Chattel  ton,  v;ho  was  an  ai  tided  clerk 


to  Mr  Lambert,  and  wffio,  as  I  col- 
ledcd  from  his  own  converfation,  had 
been  adventuring  in  the  fields  of  Par- 
nanus,  hav  ing  produced  feveral  trifles 
both  in  prole  and  verle,  which  hail 
then  lately  made  their  appearance  in 
the  public  prints. 

“  In  the  courfe  of  the  years  17*58 
and  1769,  wherein  I  frequently  law 
and  coiiverfed  with  Chatterton,  the 
eccentricity  of  his  mind,  and  the  ver- 
fatiiity  of  his  difpohtion,  feein  to  have 
been  fingularly  difplayed.  One  day 
he  might  be  found  bulily  employed 
in  the  ftudy  of  heraldry  and  Englilh 
antiquities,  both  of  wnich  are  num¬ 
bered  amongll  the  favourite  of  his  pur- 
fuits  ;  the  next  difeovered  him  deep¬ 
ly  engaged,  confounded,  and  perplex¬ 
ed,  ainidft  the  fubtleties  of  metaphy- 
fical  difquifition,  or  loft  and  bew  ilde¬ 
red  in  the  abftrufe  labyrinth  of  ma¬ 
thematical  refearches  ;  and  thefe  in 
an  inftant  again  neglected  and  throw'u 
afidc,  to  make  room  for  aftrononiy 
and  mulic,  of  both  which  fciences  his 
knowledge  v^^as  entirely  confined  to 
theory.  Even  phyfic  w^as  not  with¬ 
out  a  charm  10  allure  his  imagina¬ 
tion,  and  he  would  talk  of  Galen, 
Hippocrates,  and  Paracelfus,  witli  all 
the  confidence  and  familiarity  of  a 
model  n  empiric. 

“  To  a  genius  fo  fickle  and  waver  • 
ing,  however  comprehenfive  the  mind 
may  be,  no  real  or  folid  attainment 
could  reafonably  be  expefted.  True 
it  is,  that  by  not  confining  himfeif  to 
one  fcience  only,  he  contnuffed  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  many,  biit  fuch  as, 
luperficiaJ  in  itfelf,  neither  contribu¬ 
ted  to  his  intercil  nor  his  credit. 

“  During  the  year  1768,  at  divers 
vifus  I  made  him,  I  found  him  em¬ 
ployed  in  copying  Rowdey,  from  what 
I  then  confldeieti,  and  do  ftill  coiifi- 
der,  as  aiilhenlic  and  undoubted  ori¬ 
ginals.  By  the  alliftance  he  received 
from  the  gloffary  to  Chaucer,  he  was 
enabled  to  read,  with  great  facility, 
the  moll  difficult  of  them  ;  and,  unltls 
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my  memory  very  much  deceive  me,  I 
once  fuw  him  confulting  the  EtyfNolo- 
gicon  Linguae  Atiglicarix  of  Skinner. 

“  Amongft  others,  I  perfeftly  re¬ 
member  to  have  read  fevcral  rtanzas 
copied  from  the  Dsafhe  of  Syr  Charles 
Bardin;  the  original  of  which  then 
lay  before  him.  The  beautilul  fim- 
plicity,  animation,  and  pathos,  that  fo 
abundantly  prevail  through  the  coiirfe 
of  that  poem,  made  a  1  iltiug  impref- 
fion  on  my  memory  :  I  a:n  neverthe- 
lefs  of  opinion,  that  the  language,  as 
I  then  faw  it,  was  much  more  obfo- 
lete  than  it  appears  in  the  edition  pu- 
blllhcd  by  MrTyrwhitt,  probably  oc- 
cafioned  by  certain  interpolations  of 
Chatterton  ;  ignorantly  made  with  an 
intention,  as  he  thought,  of  impro¬ 
ving  them. 

“  Several  pieces,  which  afterwards 
made  their  appearance  in  the  Town 
and  Country  Magazine,  not ^.  ith (lan¬ 
ding  their  more  modern  date,  were 
written  by  him  during  the  year  1 76S  ; 
particularly  certain  pretended  tranf- 
lations  from  the  Saxon  and  antient 
Britilh  ;  very  humble,  and,  in  fome 
inftances,  very  unluccefsful  attempts 
at  the  manner  and  llile  of  OlBan. — 
Chatterton,  whenever  afked  for  the 
originals  of  thefe  pieces,  hefitated  not 
to  confefs,  that  they  exilled  only  in 
his  own  imagination,  and  were  mere¬ 
ly  the  offspring  and  invention  ot  fan¬ 
cy  ;  on  the  contrary,  his  delaration, 
whenever  quedioned  as  to  the  authen¬ 
ticity  of  the  poems  attributed  to  Row- 
ley,  was  Invariably  and  uniformly  in 
lupport  of  their  antiquity,  and  the 
reputation  of  their  author  Rowley  ; 
inftantly  facrificing  thereby  all  the 
credit  he  might,  without  a  ponihility 
of  detection,  have  taken  to  himieff, 
by  affiiming  a  charai5ter  to  which  he 
was  confeious  he  had  no  legal  claim  ; 
a  circumftance  which  I  am  alfured 
could  not,  in  its  effect,  fail  of  opera¬ 
ting  upon  a  mind  like  his,  prone  to 
vanity,  and  eager  of  applaufe  even  to 
an  extreme.  With  refpedt  to  the  fir  ft 
poem  of  the  Battle  of  Haftings,  it  has 


been  faid,  that  Chatterton  himfelf 
acknowledged  it  to  be  a  forgery  cf 
his  own  ;  but  let  any  unprejudiced 
perfon,  of  common  difeernment,  ad¬ 
vert  only  for  a  moment  to  the  fitua- 
I  tion  in  which  Chatterton  then  ftood, 
and  the  reafon  and  neceffity  of  fuch  a 
declaration  will  be  apparent. 

“  The  very  contra^fled  ftate  of  his 
finances,  aided  by  a  vain  defire  of  ap¬ 
pearing  fuperior  to  what  his  circum- 
llunces  afforded,  induced  him,  from 
time  to  time,  to  difpofe  of  the  poems 
in  his  poffeffion  to  thofe  from  whofe 
genero  ity  and  p.'.rrqnage  lie  expcdlcd 
to  derive  fome  confiderable  pecuniary 
advantages  ;  1  will  not  hefirate  to  a('- 
fert,  and  I  Ipeak  from  no  lefs  autho- 
riiy  than  Chatterton  himfelf,  that  he 
was  difappointed  in  this  expedation. 
and  thought  himfelf  not  fufticiemlv 
rewarded  by  his  Briftol  patrons,  in 
proportirn  to  what  he  thought  his 
communications  cieferved.  From  this 
circumftance,  it  is  eafy  to  account  for 
the  anfwer  given  to  Mr  B  zrret,  on 
his  repeated  folicirations  for  the  ori¬ 
ginal,  viz.  'Fhat  he  himfelf  wrote  that 
poem  for  a  friend — thinking,  perhapr?, 
that  if  he  parted  with  the  origijKil 
poem,  he  might  not  be  jn-opcrly  re¬ 
warded  for  the  iofs  of  it. 

‘‘  That  vanity,  and  an  inordinato 
third  af^’er  praife,  eminently  diilin- 
guilhed  Chatterton,  all  who  knew  iiim 
will  readily  admit.  From  a  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance  with  him,  I 
venture  to  aifert,  tfiat,  from  the  date 
of  his  firft  poetical  attempt,  until  the 
tinni  period  of  his  departure  from 
Briftol,  he  never  wrote  any  piece, 
however  trifling  in  its  nature,  and  even 
unworthy  of  himfelf,  but  he  firft  com¬ 
municated  it  to  every  acquaintance 
he  met,  indlfcriminately,  as  wilhlng 
to  deiive  applaufe  from  produdions 
which,  I  am  affured,  were  he  now  li¬ 
ving,  he  would  be  iieanily  afhameJ 
of ;  from  a  full  affurance  of  the  truth 
of  which  propofition  I  conceive  mv- 
felf  at  liberty  to  draw  the  following 
inference— That  had  Chatterton  been 


THE  EDINBURGH  MAGAZINE,  OR 


the  author  of  the  poeais  imputed  to 
Ron  ley,  fo  far  from  fecreting  fuch 
a  circumlhince,  he  would  have  made 
it  his  his  greateft  pride ;  for  to 
fuppofc  him  ignorant  of  the  intrinfic 
beamy  of  thofe  compofitions,  would 
be  a  moft  unpardonable  prefumption. 

“  Towards  the  fpriiig  of  1770, 
fome  differences  having  prcvioully 
thereto  arifen  between  Chatterton  and 
his  mailer,  Mr  Lambert,  the  former 
publicly  exprelfed  his  intention  of 
quirting  his  fituation,  and  repairing 
to  the  metropolis,  which,  he  flattered 
lii’ufelf,  would  afford  him  a  more  en¬ 
larged  held  for  the  fuccefsful  exercife 
and  difplay  of  his  abilities  ;  accor¬ 
dingly,  in  April,  he  began  making 
the  necelLry  preparations  for  his 
ioiirney.  Anxious  for  his  welfare,  I 
interrogated  him  as  to  the  objed  of 
his  views  and  expectations,  and  what 
mode  of  life  he  intended  to  purfue  on 
his  arrival  at  London.  The  anfwer 
I  received  was  a  memorable  one  ; 
-  M)  hvft  attempt,  faid  he,  fliall  be 
in  the  literary  way  ;  the  promifes  I 
have  received  are  fufficient  to  difpel 
doubt ;  but  fnould  I,  contrary  to  my 
expectations,  had  mylclf  deceived,  I 
will,  in  that  cafe,  turn  Methodift 
preacher :  Credulity  is  as  potent  a 
deity  as  ever,  and  a  new  feCt  may  be 
eafily  dev i fed  ;  but  if  that  too  (hould 
fail  me,  my  lall  and  final  refource  is  a 
piftol.*' 

“  That  fpirit  of  literary  Qnixotifin 
which  he  polfeffed,  and  which  had  the 
immediate  afcendancy  over  every  o- 
ther  confideratioD,  had  l)een  much 
increafed  by  correfpondcnce  with  di¬ 
vers  bookfcllers  and  printers,  who, 
finding  him  of  advantage  to  them  in 
their  publications,  were  by  no  means 
fparing  of  their  pralfcs  and  compli¬ 
ments,  adding  thereto  the  moft  libe¬ 
ral  promifes  of  afliftance  and  employ¬ 
ment,  llionld  he  chiife  to  make  Lon¬ 
don  the  place  of  his  refidence.  I 

Thefe  were  the  hopes  upon  which 
lie  relied  ;  this  it  was  which  induced 
him  to  quit  the  place  of  his  nativity, 


and  throw  himfelf  for  a  precarious 
fiibfiftence  upon  ftrangers.  It  is  un- 
neceffary  to  remark  how  far  his  ex- 
peClations  were  anfwcred.  His  un¬ 
fortunate  and  untimely  exit  deplora¬ 
bly  ftiews  tlie  fallacy  of  his  hopes,  and 
the  extreme  deficiency  of  his  know- 
ledge  of  the  world  :  who  could  for  a 
moment  idly  fuppofc  that  the  moft 
diftinguillied  talents,  unpatronized, 
would  meet  with  fuccefs,  and  lift  him 
to  that  eminence  which  he  flattered 
himfelf  he  merited. 

“  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  attempted,  in 
a  hafty  and  curlory  manner,  to  pre- 
fent  you  with  whatever  comes  within 
the  limits  of  my  own  obfervation  and 
knowledge  relative  to  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  youth,  in  refpeCt  to  w’hofe  me¬ 
mory  I  beg  leave  to  make  one  turtlur 
remark. 

“  It  has  been  faid,  that  he  was  an 
unprincipled  libertine,  depraved  in  his 
mind,  and  profligate  in  his  morals  ; 
whofe  abilities  were  proftituted  to 
ferve  the  caufe  of  vice  ;  and  whofe 
leifure  hours  were  wafted  in  continued 
feenes  of  debauchery  and  obfeenity. 

“  Mr  Warton  tells  us,  that  he  was 
‘  an  hireling  in  the  trade  of  litera¬ 
ture,  unprincipled,  and  compelled  to 
fubfill  by  expedients.’  (See  his  Emen¬ 
dations  to  the  fecond  volume  of  the 
Hirtory  of  Poetry).  And  another 
gentleman  tells  us,  ‘  that  his  death 
was  of  no  great  confequence,  fince  he 
could  not  long  have  efcaped  being 
hanged.’  (See  Love  and  Madnefs, 
p.  132.).  Whether  any  or  all  of 
ihelc  epithets  are  meant  as  arguments 
to  prove  that  Chatterton  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  Rowley’s  Poems,  abounding, 
as  they  do,  with  piety  and  morality, 
and  the  moft  refined  fentiment,  I 
know  not ;  but  I  cannot  help  obfer. 
ving,  that  fuch  expreflions  (unfiippor- 
ted,  as  they  appear  to  he,  by  trutli 
and  reafon)  neither  do  credit  to  the 
heads  or  to  the  hearts  of  thofe  who 
fo  uncharitably  beftow  them. 

“  I  admit,  that  amoiigft  Chatter- 
ton’s  papers  may  be  found  many  pai- 
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fages  not  only  immoral,  but  border¬ 
ing  upon  a  libertinifm  grofs  and  un¬ 
pardonable.  It  is  not  my  intention 
to  attempt  a  vindication  of  tbofe  paf- 
fages,  which,  for  the  regard  1  bear 
his  memory,  I  wiih  he  had  never 
written,  but  which  I  neverthelefs  be¬ 
lieve  to  have  originated  rather  from 
a  warmth  of  imagination,  aided  by  a 
vain  affedation  of  fingularity,  than 
from  any  natural  depravity,  or  from 
a  heart  vitiated  by  evil  example. 

‘‘  The  opportunities  which  a  long 
acquaintance  with  him  alTorded  me, 
juftity  me  in  faying,  that,  whilft  he 
lived  in  Brillol,  he  was  not  the  de¬ 
bauched  chara(51tr  reprefented.  Tem¬ 
perate  in  his  living,  moderate  in  his 
pleafures,  and  regular  in  his  exerci- 
ics  ;  he  was  undeferving  of  the  af- 
perfion.  What  change  London  might 
have  eire<51ed  in  him  1  know  not ;  but 
from  the  drain  of  his  letters  to  his 
mother  and  fider,  and  his  conduct  to¬ 
wards  them  after  he  quitted  Briftol, 
and  alfo  from  the  teftimoiiy  of  thole 
with  whom  he  lodged,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  intemperances  and  ir¬ 
regularities  laid  to  his  charge  did  ei¬ 
ther  not  exift  at  all,  or,  at  the  word, 
are  confiderably  aggravated  beyond 
what  candour  can  approve. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  urmod  re- 
fpctd,  your  mod  humble  fer* 
vant, 

Jas.  Tuistlkthwaite.” 

4//;  April  1781. 

What  inferences  qur  readers  may 
draw  from  this  letter  we  would  not 
take  upon  us  to  determine.  Let  e- 
very  man  judge  for  himfell. 

Ill  the  tirlTpart  of  this  article,  v/e 
have  freely  given  our  opinion  refpec- 
ting  the  ether  tedimonies  adduced  by 
the  Dean  in  defence  of  his  hypothe- 
fis  ;  and  in  the  prefeiit  cafe  we  take 
the  liberty  of  oblerving,  that  Mr 
Tnldlethvvaiie’s  letter,  Co  far  from  al¬ 
tering,  hath,  on  the  contrary,  confir¬ 
med  our  fentimenis  v.  ich  rcfpecl  to 
tile  genius  of  this  vvondcrlul  and  en- 
•-  'TO  means 
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allow  the  companions  and  phiy-mates 
of  Chatterron  to  be  the  proper  judges 
of  his  merit.  We  know  the  of 

familiarity  ;  “  Rowlev  was  vene¬ 
rable  ;  but  w’hat  was  ToDrniy  Chat  ter 
ton  V*  The  induence  of  a  preptdfef- 
dor.  like  this  is  very  pov/erlul  ;  and 
perfons  of  more  experience  than  Mr 
Cary,  and  Mr  Smith,  and  Mr  Tliift- 
lethwaite,  and  more  wifdom  too  (vve 
mean  no  offence  to  thefe  gentlemen), 
might  not  eafily  get  rid  of  lb  partial 
and  lb  unfavourable  an  impreiFion.— 
There  wnis  a  brilliance  in  Chatterton’s 
genius  that  could  not  be  difeerned  by* 
the  dulled  and  moil  iernorant  of  his 
fchool  iellow^s.  It  is  tor  their  credit 
to  acknowledge,  that  it  was  not  loll 
on  them.  It  is  even  acknowledged 
by  the  E'ean.  But  the  vanity  vvliJih 
pretends  to  have  leeii  and  feit  liie  ge¬ 
nius  ol  ChatterLon  in  its  moi  e  (jbvi- 
ous  exertions,  is  unwilling  to  conlt  fs 
how’  much  their  fagicity  was  balHed 
by  its  more  fccret  and  difguifed  ope¬ 
rations.  And  yet  it  was  in  ihefe 
deep  and  hidden  recedes  that  this  j 
vvonderlul  genius  w’as  proud  to  work. 

But  becaui'e  all  his  intimates  were 
hot  intruded  with  his  fehemes,  arc 
w’e  to  liippofe  he  planned  and  execu¬ 
ted  none  ?  Their  vanity  would  lay— 

“  Yes.’^ — But  —  Charterton  knew 
— and  knew  himself. 

The  otiier  part  of  the  Appendix 
contains  an  anfwer  to  Mr  Tyrwhitt, 
who  iuul  attempted  to  prove  the 
Poems  of  Rowley  to  be  modern,  by 
the  mifappiication  and  mlicondruc- 
tion  (ff  a  variety  of  antient  \v(»ids, 
as  well  as  by  the  introdmdion  of  o- 
thers  totally  unknown  to  the  v:ritcri> 
of  the  15th  century.  We  mud  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  fomc  of  Mr  Tyr- 
whitt’s  obje«5lions  are  fatirdaflorlly' 
anlwered  by  the  Dean.  I^>m’  there 
are  others  wdiicb,  widi  all  his  inge¬ 
nuity,  he  is  unable  to  furaiount. 

*  p  Phis  rlp.borate  criticifn  on  the 
Irarrn  d  Deaii’a  work  la  extriu^ted  frcni 
the  Mvinthly  Review,  the  ainf.ors  *1* 
which  vviii  I’ol  admit  the  authenticity  of 

Rovvity.j 
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Adortss  to  People  o/'Scotlanh, 
ctt  Civil  and  Etcclcjiajlical  Liibcrfy* 

3 

Iht  Principles  c?/‘Moderation  ;  hy 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Hardy,  Minijier 
(y'Ballingray.  Ss*^.  i  s. 

The  objecl  of  thefe  two  pamph¬ 
lets  is  nearly  the  fame,  but  the 
means  of  attaining  it  very  different. 
To  excite  thofe  in  this  part  of  the  uni¬ 
ted  kingdom  to  apply  to  the  legifla- 
live  body  for  a  repeal,  or  a  modifica¬ 
tion,  of  the  law  of  patronage,  is  the 
defign  of  both  thefe  publications;  and 
the  iieceffity  of  this  meafure  is  demon- 
ftrated  from  a  variety  of  confidera- 
tions,  highly  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  every  rank  and  condition  of  men. 

The  former  contains  the  effafions 
of  the  heart  of  an  enthufiaft  for  li¬ 
berty  civil  and  eccleriaftical,and  averfe 
from  patronage,  as  incompatible  with 
prefbyterian  government.  The  latter 
is  the  cool  and  difpaffionaie  addrefs 
of  a  friend  of  religion,  who,  though 
engaged  in  all  the  violent  proceedings 
of  what  is  termed  the  moderate  party 
of  the  church,  has  arrived  at  a  full 
convi^flion  of  the  pernicious  tendency 
of  patronage,  and  the  neceffity  of  a  mi¬ 
tigation  of  the  law,  and  the  fubftitu- 
tion  of  a  mode  of  fettlement  more 
oonfonant  to  the  eftablilhment  of  the 
church  of  Scotland. 

Both  authors  urge  the  expediency 
of  an  application  to  Parliament  on 
this  fubjeft,  from  the  party  fpirit  and 
acrimonious  paflions  among  the  clergy 
which  patronage  excites,  and  dill  cul¬ 
tivates  ;  from  the  divifions  and  ani- 
mofities  it  hath  produced  among  the 
people  ;  from  the  tyrannical  and  ca¬ 
pricious  exerclfe  of  the  patron’s  right; 
and,  above  all,  from  the  fwarms  of 
fedaries  which  have  iffiied  from  this 
corrupt  fource  of  multiplied  calamities. 

The  Addrefs  to  the  People  infifts 
with  great  pertinacity  on  the  tenden¬ 
cy  of  patronage  to  corrupt  the  clergy  ; 
it  contends  that  the  free  courfe  of  pre- 
fentations  naturally  and  neccffarily 


produces  a  lax  and  an  illiterate  clergy, 
by  means  of  bargains  with  patrons, 
and  others  having  influence  with  the 
Crown.  Far  from  allowing  that  a 
candidate  is  qualified  on  account  of 
his  having  paffed  trials,  he  proves 
that  generally  prefbyteries  have  it 
not  in  their  power  to  prevent  weak 
and  even  worthlefs  young  men  from 
palling  trials ;  that  the  fame  thing 
happens  in  all  the  departments  of 
civil,  military,  and  political  life  ;  and 
that  the  clergy  are  fubje^l  to  the  fame 
paflions  witii  other  men.  In  this 
petit  publication,  the  effects  of  patro¬ 
nage,  as  exerclfed  for  many  years, 
are  held  up  to  the  view  of  the  public 
in  colours  the  moft  frightful. 

The  author  of  the  Principles  of 
Moderation  coaxes  and  flatters  his  bre¬ 
thren,  the  gentry  and  patrons  ;  and, 
with  all  the  arts  of  infinuation,  la¬ 
bours  to  perfiiade  them  to  unite  their 
whole  influence  infupport  of  his  plan 
of  fettlement  by  three  delegates,  /.  e. 
one  from  the  patron,  one  from  the 
heritors,  and  one  from  the  eiders  ;  fo 
that  the  candidate  who  has  the  fuf- 
frage  of  two  delegates  muft  be  fettled 
by  the  church.  Many  happy  effeds 
refulting  from  this  plan  he  propofes 
to  all  concerned.  Nor  can  it  be  de¬ 
nied  that  he  fupports  his  defign  by 
fuch  arguments  as  will  very'  fenfibly 
affe(5t  every  candid  judge  of  the  im¬ 
portant  fubjedt  of  which  he  treats. 
Still  his  reafonings  refpedling  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  fettling  upon  every  prefen- 
tation,  in  conformity  to  the  acl  icth 
Queen  Ann,  it  muft  be  owned,  fur- 
paffes  the  underftanding  of  ordinary 
men,  and  his  zeal  againft  chapels  of 
eafe  tranfports  him  beyond  the  bounds 
of  common  fenfe. 

^  The  author  of  the  Addrefs^  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  labouring  to  reftore  liber¬ 
ty  to  the  church,  attempts  the  refor¬ 
mation  of  the  ftate.  He  endeavours 
to  roufe  the  middle  clafs  of  men  to 
affert  thofe  rights  which  an  imperious 
ariftocracy  has  ufurped  for  many 
I  years.  He  contends  that  this  order 
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of  men  has  an  equal  right  to  liberty 
with  thol'e  on  the  ocher  lide  the 
Tweed  :  That  they  ought  to  vote 
ior  a  Coinmillioner  to  Parliament,  in 
virtue  of  the  fame  qualifications  with 
thofe  of  England  ;  and  that  civil  as 
well  as  criminal  caufes  ought  to  be 
tried  by  a  jury  of  Peers. 

Upon  the  whole,  both  the  pieces 
breathe  a  liberal  and  manly  fpirit,  and 
happy  were  it  if  it  were  more  diffu- 
fed — for  a  well-informed  zeal,  which 
hath  for  its  objeds  the  harmony, 
peace,  and  liberty  of  our  native  coun¬ 
try,  is  a  principle  which  cannot  be 
too  widely  fpread,  nor  exerted  with 
too  much  vigour. 


VARLIAMENrART  HISTORIC 
HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday^  May  13. 

LMOST  the  whole  time  of  the 
Houfc  was  taken  up  with  the 
coiilideration  of  the  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  bill  for  reftraining 
Sir  Thomas  Kumbold  and  Mr  Perrin 
from  leaving  the  kingdom,  or  difpo- 
fing  of  their  property. 

Sir  Philip  CUrkc  moved,  that  Mr 
Perrin’s  name  be  erafed  from  the  bill, 
as  it  did  not  appear  that  Mr  Perrin 
aded  in  any  other  than  a  fubordinate 
capacity^  in  the  tranfadions. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without 
a  divifion. 

The  clerk  then  began  to  read  the 
amendments  that  had  been  made  in 
the  Committee.  It  fecins  that  in  tlie 
Coinmittte  it  had  been  agreed  that 
50,000  1.  of  Sir  Thomas  Ruinbold’s 
property  Ihould  be  leit  uncovered  by 
the  bill,  that  he  might  have  it  in  his 
power  to  indeinnily  Inch  perlons  as 
Ihould  become  hii  iurelies  to  that 
amount. 

The  quePvion  was  put  for  50,000  1. 
and  canied. 

When  the  clerk  came  to  that  elaufe 
by  which  Sir  Thomas  was  to  give  in 
a  full  and  true  account  of  his  tiTeds 


The  Solicitor  Genera!  oppofed  it,  a? 
he  had  done  before  the  bill  was  lent 
to  the  Committee. — It  was  faid  by* 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  it  was 
only  preparatory  to  trial,  and  not  ia 
iilelf  a  punilhment.  But  the  fad  was, 
that  though  the  preamble  only  dated 
that  there  were  fufpicions  againit  Sir 
Thomas,  See.  ftill  upon  tlioie  fufpi¬ 
cions  that  gentleman’s  whole  proper¬ 
ty  was  to  be  locked  up  ;  if  this  was 
not  punilhment  he  did  not  underftand 
the  meaning  of  the  v  ord. 

Mr  Fox  replied.  Pie  faid,  that  ic 
was  ot  the  elfence  of  every  charge 
that  fome  punifhincnt  lliould  precede 
trial,  tor  the  law  iinpiifoned  an  ac- 
cufed  perfon  until  he  Ihould  find  fecu- 
rity  for  his  appearance  ;  and  though 
it  was  a  maxim  in  realon  to  hold  every 
man  innocent  until  he  is  proved  to 
be  guilty,  yet  the  law  by  this  proce¬ 
dure  feemed,  on  the  contrary,  to  hold 
every  accufed  man  to  be  guilty  until 
he  has  purged  himfelf.  The  bill  did 
not  i  nil  ft  that  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold 
Ihould  give  an  account  of  his  elF;ds 
upon  oath,  merely  that  he  might  be 
brought  to  lurniih  proofs  againil him- 
fell ;  this  oath  was  impol'ed  on  him 
that  the  Houfc  might  know  ^where 
the  money  lay,  whicli  they  were  to 
prove  had  been  amalfed  by  pecula¬ 
tion  ;  it  was  that  this  wealth  might 
be  forthcoming  for  the  purpofes  of 
reftltulion. 

'The  Houfc  then  divided  on  the 
elaufe  for  impofing  the  oath,  when 
there  appeared — Ayes  J05,  Noes  48. 

The  clerk  then  read  on  till  he  came 
to  the  elaufe  which  ena^fled,  that  if  a 
true  account  lliouid  not  be  given  in, 
and  tile  parties  Ihould  not  abide  their 
trial,  the  whole  of  their  property 
Ihould  be  confifeated.  Bclorc  the 
bill  was  Tent  to  the  Committee  the 
elaufe  made  the  penalty  felony,  with¬ 
out  benefit  ct  clergy  ;  but  in  the 
Comrniate  it  was  changed  to  confif- 
caiioii  of  property.  The  quellion 
being  put — that  the  Moufe  agree  with 
I  the  Committee  in  the  umendmenr,  jr 
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was  of  courfe  rejedled,  and  the  origi¬ 
nal  claufe  for  making  it  felony  was 
carried  without  a  divition. 

Ail  the  amendments  having  been 
read,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grolfed. 

Tuefday^  May  14. 

MR  RUMBOLD  brought  In  a  pe¬ 
tition  from  his  father  Sir  Thomas, 
praying  that  he  might  be  heard  by 
his  couiifel  agaiiift  the  bill  ol  pains 
and  penalties  then  depending  in  the 
Houfe  :  after  fome  converfation  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  Lord  Advocate, 
it  was  ordered  that  Sir  Thomas  (hould 
be  heard  on  the  lecond  reading  of 
the  bill,  on  Monday  the  3d  of  June. 

A  claufe  was  then  iinroduced,  by 
way  of  rider  to  the  reftraining  bill, 
to  leave  fo  much  of  Sir  Thomas  Rum- 
bold’s  eftate  uncovered  by  the  bill,  as 
ibould  enable  him  to  make  provifion 
for  his  children  to  the  amount  of 
30,000!.  This  claufe,  after  a  Ihort 
converfation,  was  agreed  to. 

Sir  Philip  Clerke  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  fimilar  claufe  to  enable 
Mr  Perrin  to  make  fetllements  on  his 
Hfue. 

77v  Lord  Advocate  treated  the  pro- 
pofition  as  extremely  ridiculous  ;  the 
bill  vwis  to  expire  the  ill  of  February 
next,  and  Mr  Perrin  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  only  within  a  lew  days,  and 

•  therefore  he  could  not  fiippofc  that 
there  would  be  a  very  numerous  pro¬ 
geny  to  provide  for  between  this  and 
the  I  ft  of  February  next. — The  mo¬ 
tion  was  rtjeded. 

When  ail  the  amcijdmcnts,  claufes, 
and  rider  w’ere  agreed  to,  the  Speaker 
put  the  queliion  “  That  the  bill  do 

pafs.’^ 

• 

Mr  AId^rfna?j  Sanvhridge  it ; 

and  gave  various  reafons  for  his  op- 
pofition.  He  obierved,  that  where  ! 
i\o  pofitive  proof  could  be  adduced,  it  } 
would  be  lufficient  for  the  ends  of  I 
juftice  to  bring  circumftantial  evi¬ 
dence  ;  but  it  would  be  cruel  to  ex¬ 
tort  by  force  that  evidence  from  the 
party  accufed.  He  had  a  very  ftrong 


oppolition  to  the  tribunal  that  was  to 
try  Sir  Thomas  Ruinbold.  The  Houfe  ‘ 
were  the  grand  jury  that  had  found 
the  bill,  the  petty  jury  that  were  to 
try  the  accufed,  and  above  all,  they 
were  the  accufers  :  now  how  could 
an  equitable  decifion  be  expected  in 
fuch  a  cafe  ?  and  he  could  not  help 
taking  notice,  that  a  tribunal  where 
the  judges  were  not  upon  oath  was 
unprecedented  in  every  part  of  tiiis 
country. — A  right  hon.  Member  had 
faid,  the  bill  of  pains  and  penalties 
was  more  in  favour  of  the  acculed 
than  a  bill  of  impeachment ;  but  this 
argument  muft  fnrely  be  ufed  in  jelt; 
for  as  well  might  the  right  hon.  Mem¬ 
ber  fay,  that  a  fox  purfued  by  ten 
packs  of  hounds  had  a  better  chance 
of  efcaping,  than  if  he  was  to  be  cha- 
ced  by  one. — The  Houfe  then  divi¬ 
ded  on  the  queftion  for  palling  the 
bill,  which  was  carried — Ayes  82, 
Noes  42. 

The  Lord  Advocate  moved,  that  the 
Attorney  General  be  ordered  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  evidence,  and  manage  the 
bufinefs  of  the  profecution,  at  the  bar 
of  the  Houle.  This  motion,  which 
was  taken  almoft  verbatim  from  the 
journals,  in  the  cafe  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  w^as  palTed  without  oppo- 
fition. 

JVedjiefday^  May  15. 

THE  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
Comm'ttee  on  the  bill  for  i mpoli ng 
an  additional  duty  on  fair,  when  Lord 
Mahon  repeated  is  former  obfervations 
relative  to  the  mineral  alkali,  which 
manufa<fture,  when  brought  to  p^rr- 
feclion,  would  greatly  lower  the  price 
of  foap,  glafs,  &c.  by  rendering  it 
unnecelfary  to  import  hereafter  fuch 
quantities  of  barilla  as  were  now 
brought  from  Spain.  He  moved, 
therefore,  “  That  inftead  of  4 1.  a 
ton,  which  was  the  duty  to  havs  been 
originally  impofed,  20  s.  only  Ihould 
be  laid.” 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  faid,  that  though 
he  originally  thought  4  1.  would  have 
been  a  proper  duty,  he  now  enter* 
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taincd  a  contrary  opinion ;  as  the 
gentleman  (Dr  Higgins)  who  was 
employed  in  the  iii:iniita«5lure  oi'  the 
alkali,  had  done  him  the  honour  of 
waiting  upon  him,  and  had  thorough- 
ly  convinced  him  that  more  than  20  s. 
would  be  too  much ;  he  agreed  there¬ 
fore  to  the  motion. 

Mr  MorJagtc  alio  expreffeJ  the  af- 
fent  of  the  Treafury  Board  to  the 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Houle  being  refurned,  the 
Marquis  of  Grahavi  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  or¬ 
dering  of  a  militi  i  in  Scotland.  It 
was  unnecciTary,  he  faid,  to  paint  the 
dangers  that  threatened  the  nation 
on  every  fide  ;  the  Hoiife  had  lately 
heard  a  gentleman  of  the  firil  talents 
(Mr  F  ox)  deicribe  them  in  the  moft 
Itriking  colours.  The  dangers  being 
great,  the  neceiFity  of  preparing  a 
fuificient  defence  muR;  Itrike  every 
gentleman  ;  none  appeared  to  him  lb 
conditntional,  a  id  lb  fale  as  a  nuii- 
tia.  The  railing  a  militia  was  pla¬ 
cing  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  middle 
clafs  of  the  com  nunlry,  who  had  lit¬ 
tle  to  gain  and  much  to  lofe  by  trou¬ 
bles  and  cornmoiioiis.  Such  men 
would  be  a  ihield  to  the  conllitiuion 
againR  the  turbulent  grafp  of  demo¬ 
cracy,  or  the  encroachments  of  the 
Crown.  He  had  once  before  attempt¬ 
ed  fuch  a  meafure,  and  had  failed  ; 
but  he  trufted  that  circumtiaiices  be¬ 
ing  altered,  the  former  objections  to 
a  militia  in  Scotland  were  now  done 
away  ;  and  he  hoped  thofe  who  had 
formerly  oppofed  the  mealure  would 
not  continue  to  do  lb,  merely  becaufe 
they  had  once  oppofed  it ;  fuch  a  ipe- 
cies  of  inconfiftency  had,  on  a  recent 
occafion,  been  very  forcibly  and  pro¬ 
perly  condemned  by  a  Right  hon. 
Member  (Mr  Fox  on  .Mr  VVijkts’s 
late  motion).  I'he  defenceleli  Rate 
of  Scotland  had  alarmed  the  people 
of  that  country  ;  and  Parliament  muR 
defend  that  part  of  the  kingd-um,orthe 
people  \/ould  be  under  the  neceffity 
of  arming  for  their  own  prefervation ; 
fuch  a  meafure  ought  to  be  pre%"eat- 
VoL.  LVL 


cd  by  a  law,  which  flioulJ  raife  a  con- 
Ritntional  force  for  the  defence  of 
Scotland,  at  a  lime  when  that  coun¬ 
try  was  more  immediately  expofed  to 
danger,  on  account  of  the  war  with 
Holland.  He  had  latelv  attended  a 
meeting  of  gentlemen,  owners  of 
lands  in  Scotland,  which  might  be 
deemed  a  very  relpcftable  reprefenta- 
tion  of  that  country,  wlien  it  was  u- 
nanimoully  agreed,  tliat  a  miiltia  was 
the  moft  delirable  force  for  defending 
them.  His  Lordfliip  concluded  b/ 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  ia 
whicli  he  was  fecoiided  by 

Lord  Maitlandy  who  f-iid,  that  be¬ 
fore  the  commencement  of  the  Dutch 
war,  it  was  natural,  that  that  part  of 
tile  ifland  which  was  moR  expoHd  10 
danger  ihould  have  the  greateR  part 
of  tne  national  force  to  detenu  it; 
previous  theretore  to  the  Dutch  w'ar, 
almoR  the  whole  force  of  the  kinti- 

o 

dom  was  employed  in  the  detence  of 
England,  which  lay  moR  expofed  to 
invafions  trom  France  anJ  Spain; 
but  the  Duich  w’ar  nad  greatly  alter¬ 
ed  the  Rate  of  alfairs  ;  and  Scot  land, 
which  before  was  leaR  expofed,  was 
now  in  greater  danger  than  England. 
She  was  intitled  therefore  to  defence, 
and  if  a  due  proportion  of  the  iiailo- 
nal  force  could  not  be  fpared  lor  that 
purpofe,  nothing  could  be  more  rea- 
Ibnable  than  to  raife  a  futHcient  force 
in  Scotland.  A  Scotch  militia  had 
been  f.>nnerly  oppol’cd,  as  for  I'ome 
time  after  the  late  rebellion  it  was 
not  thought  that  it  would  be  fafe  to 
truR  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  Scotch  ; 
but  Rich  an  apprchenfion  would  now 
be  abfurd,  when  there  did  not  exIR  a 
doubt  of  the  attachment  of  the  Scotch 
to  the  Crown.  In  i‘775  fame 
meafure  was  oppofed  ;  but  the  Dutch 
war  intervening,  the  arguments  ufed 
then  againR  a  Scotch  militia  would 
not  hold  good  now.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  Gentlemen  would  not  op- 
pofe  merely  from  coniiRency,  or  in 
fupport  of  foruier  doctiines,  now  the 
grounds  on  which  they  had  been  op- 
pcRd  were  removed. 

R  f 
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Sir  C\  T urner  declaimed  ^ainfl  a 
militia  both  in  Scotland  and  England, 
calling  inch  a  force  dmgerous  and 
unconftituti  jnal  ;  he  was  an  enemy 
to  all  partial  arming,  which  w’ould 
give  power  only  to  ariilocracy  :  he 
would  have  all  the  people  in  both 
kingdoms  armed  for  their  own  de^ 
fence.  He  had  feen  three  Scotch 
Highlanders,  without  breeches,  drive 
a  whole  village  in  England  before 
them  ;  this  could  not  have  happened, 
if  every  man  had  been  armed  for  his 
own  defence^ 

Sir  Pkiitp  Jennings  Clcrke  thought 
the  fencibies  were  fufficient  to  defend 
Scotland ;  but  feemed  to  change  his 
opinion,  on  being  told  that  there  were 
only  40CO  on  foot- 

Mr  Hamet  argued  ftronglr  for  the 
ineafure,  from  the  deficiency  in  the 
militia  mentioned  on  a  former  occa- 
fion.  This  called  up 

7l7r  Secretary  at  JVar^  who  faid, 
that  the  deficiency  arofe  merely  from 
the  nature  of  the  militia,  which  mull 
occalionally  be  deficient,  as  the  time 
of  the  fervice  of  the  men  expires.— 
He  confented  therefore  that  the  bill 
moved  for  fiionld  be  brought  in ;  but 
would  not  ple.dge  hirrifelf  either  to 
fiipport  or  oppofc  it ;  but  fuggefted, 
that  the  recruiting  of  the  army  might 
be  injured  by  it,  as  a  great  many  men 
were  raifed  in  Scotland  for  the  army  ; 
and  he  apprehended  fuch  a  military 
force  as  could  be  employed  any  v/here, 
mud  be  pronounced  to  be  the  beft  in 
time  of  war. 

General  Con^vay  faid,  that  a  bill 
which  had  for  its  object  to  add  force 
to  the  date,  at  a  time  when  it  was  fo 
much  wanted,  could  not  be  oppofed 
by  him  on  the  fird  blufh.  He  wiflied 
to  drengthen  and  unite  the  empire  as  it 
formerly  was  ;  he  wifhed  to  fee  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  he  could 
^fay  America,  once  more  firmly  united ; 
then  the  Britilli  empire  would  be  a 
•match  for  all  the  world. 

Lord  Frederick  Ca??ipbell  was  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  his  honourable  friend 
the  worthy  Baronet  (Sir  Charles 


Turner)  pronounce  this  to  be  a  na* 
tion  of  flavery  ;  for  his  own  part,  he 
only  wiflied  to  fee  the  people  of  North 
Britain  the  fame  kind  of  flaves  with 
thofe  around  him.  He  at  all  times 
wilhed  to  lee  Scotland  protedled  by 
that  mod  natural  and  conditutional 
defence,  a  national  militia,  and  he 
had  endeavoured  to  attain  that  end 
formerly  ;  he  however  hoped,  that 
the  prefent  was  a  period  which  was 
to  be  didinguilhed  by  a  more  liberal 
and  expanded  mind,  and  a  jufter  no¬ 
tion  of  true  political  liberty  ;  having 
been  unfuccefsful  in  thiic  end^vour, 
he  had  for  the  benefit  of  his  country, 
and  for  the  fafeguard  of  his  family, 
procured  that  long-known  defence  of 
that  country,  its  fcncible  forces,  to  be 
granted  :  They  were  very  incompe¬ 
tent  to  the  end  for  which  they  were 
intended  j  however,  the  country  was 
compelled  of  neceflity  to  accept  of 
that  which  they  could  acquire,  fince 
they  could  not  gain  what  they  wanted. 

Sir  Charles  Turner  faid,  that  he  rofc 
for  the  fird  time,  he  believed,  in  his 
life,  to  explain  ;  the  noble  Lord  had 
charged  him  with  faying,  that  the 
people  of  this  country  were  flaves ; 
he  certainly  meant,  and  he  believed 
he  had  laid  no  fuch  thing  ;  what  he 
had  faid  was,  that  if  a  Scots  militia 
were  added  to  the  Engliih  one,  and 
they  Ihould  be  both  ever  called  into 
a(dual  fervice,  they  being  entirely  at 
the  difpofal  of  the  crown,  his  opinion 
was,  that  there  would  be  an  end  to 
Englifh  liberty.  He  faid,  that  the 
bed  thing  for  Scotland  would  be,  to 
turn  their  fwords  into  ploughfliares, 
and  attend  to  the  enrichment  of  their 
country  by  agriculture,  not  war.  He 
declared,  if  any  thing  could  be  done 
lor  the  benefit  of  Scotland,  without 
being  of  diflervice  to  this  country, 
he  would  concur  in  it  with  all  his 
heart,  and,  as  being  neared  to  Scot¬ 
land  in  country,  go  furthed  in  fearcli 
of  her  true  intcreds,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  it  was  to  be  procured  by 
granting  them  a  militia. 

Leave  was  giv^r^to  brifw  in  rhi* 
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SUMMARY  of  the  PR  OCEEDINGS 
of  the  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
of  the  CHURCH  of  SCOTLAND, 
held  at  Edinburgh,  A/jj’  17&2. 

Thurfday,  May  23. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Dalhousie,  his  Majefty’s  High 
Commiflioner  to  the  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land,  attended  by  feveral  noblemen 
and  gentlemen,  walked  in  proceflion 
to  the  High  Church.  After  an  ex¬ 
cellent  difeourfe,  preached  by  the 
Rev.  Dr  Dalrymple,  the  laft  Modera¬ 
tor,  his  Grace  the  Commiflioner  went 
to  the  Aflembly  Room,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  proceeded  to  chufe  a  Modera¬ 
tor.  The  Rev.  Principal  M‘Cor- 
niick  of  St  Andrew’s  was  unani- 
moufly  chofen.  His  Majefty’s  cem- 
miflion,  and  warrant  for  a  thoufand 
pounds  to  be  employed  in  the  propa*- 
gation  of  the  Proteftant  religion  in 
the  Highlands  and  Iflands  of  Scot¬ 
land,  were  thicn  read  and  ordered  to 
be  recorded.  After  which,  his  Grace 
the  Commiflioner  opened  the  Aifem- 
bly  with  an  elegant  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  to  which  a  fuicable  reply  was 
made  by  the  Moderator. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  Rev. 
Mr  Porteous  at  Glafgow,  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  draw  up  a  loyal  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Majefty.  After  fome  de¬ 
bate  upon  the  words  of  the  motion, 
it  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed. 

Friday,  May  24. 

The  Aflembly  appointed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  gentlemen  to  preach  before 
the  Commiflioner,  viz.  the  Kcv.  Mr 
William  Taylor  at  Glafgow,  on  Sun¬ 
day  the  26th  in  the  forenoon,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr  Oughtcrion  at  Kilbride,  in 
the  afternoon.  The  Rev.  Mr  Wil- 
liarn  Greenfield  at  Wemyls,  on  Sun¬ 
day  June  2.  in  the  forenoon,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr  Alexander  Ranken  at  Cam- 
bufnethan,  in  the  afternoon. 

Saturday,  May  2^^ 

The  form  of  two  addrelfes  to  his 
M;yefty,  w’cre  prefented  to  the  Af~  • 


fembly  for  their  confideratlon.  The 
Crfl  w’as  a  general  addrefs,  congratu¬ 
lating  the  King  upon  the  late  fuc- 
edfes  of  his  arms,  and  praying  for 
the  rclloration  of  peace.  'I'he  iccond 
,  was  prefented  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Por- 
teous  at  Glafgow’,  and  contained  the 
follow  ing  claufe,  which  w’as  the  chief 
ground  of  a  long  and  able  debate. 

“  While  your  .Majelly  has  taken 
into  your  immediate  fervice  men  of 
the  higheft  abilities,  and  poflefling 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  we  can¬ 
not  defpair/of  the  public  welfare'; 
but  hope,  that  by  the  hlefling  of  Di¬ 
vine  Providence,  the  dark  cloud  that 
hangs  over  the  kingdom  will  be  dif- 
pellcd,  the  dignity  of  the  Crown 
maintained,  and  peace  fpeedily  re- 
flored.” 

The  arguments  in  fupport  of  the 
firfl  addrefs  were,  that  it  contained  a 
full  declaration  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
Aflembly,  and  every  thinc^  neceflary 
to  be  faid  in  an  addrefs.  The  fecond 
addrefs  implied  a  refle^lion  upon  his 
Majelly’s  late  minillers,  to  whom  it 
W’as  acknowledged,  our  recent  Ibc- 
celTes,  both  iu  the  Eaft  and  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  w^ere  owing  under  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence.  To  rejoice  at  the  late  vic¬ 
tory  gained  by  the  gallant  Rodney  ; 
to  rejoice  at  the  di'inilTion  of  thofc 
perfons  who  had  fent  him  upon  that 
expedition,  and  to  he  at  ihe  fame 
time  happy  that  hi:=;  Majefty  had  ta¬ 
ken  into  power  thofc  gemlcmen  who 
had  recalled  the  galjant  Admiral, 
was  not  a  little  inconfiftent.  We 
could  not  yet  judge  what  the  condu<5t 
of  the  prefent  minifters  would  be,  or 
what  good  effeds  would  flow  from 
their  councils,  therefore,  the  claufe 
w^as  at  leaft  premature. 

The  bufiaefs  of  the  General  Af 
fembly  was  not  to  meddle  with  poli¬ 
tics,  or  cnlift  themfelves  under  the 
banners  of  this  or  that  f;nftion,  which 
might  be  one  day  in  place,  and  the 
next  day  out  of  it.  The  Church  of 
Scotland,  though  a  poor,  w'as  an  in¬ 
dependent  church,  unconnedted  w’ith 
minifters  and  fadlions,  and  parties  of 
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men.  “  We  have  often  feen  chan¬ 
cres  of  men,’"  faid  a  reverend  Profef- 
igr,  with  becoming  warmth,  and 
the  oldeft  among  us  may  live  to  fee 
them  again ;  but  I  thank  God,  no 
minihry  dares  to  hurt  us,  or  prefume 
to  touch  that  facred  fabric  v/hich  our 
forefathers  reared  and  cemented  with 
their  blood.  God  forbid  that  the 
General  Alfemblv  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland  Ihould  become  the  vehicle 
of  faftion,  or  the  engine  of  politics  : 
political  fa<ffions  may  prevail,  but  the 
Cimrch  of  Scotland  will  ftiil  preferye 
her  glorious  badge,  Ne::  tamen  confu^ 
mebatur?^  The  fecond  addrefs  was 
of  a  very  darjgerpus  precedent ;  if 
carried,  upon  every  change  of  mini- 
fiers,  the  whole  church  would  be  fplit 
into  divifions  and  political  factions, 
in  place  of  attending  to  their  primary 
concern,  which  was  their  religious 
t[labUfhlnen^  Their  duty  was  to 
addrefs  his  Majefty  not  with  regard 
to  men,  but  on  events,  fuch  as  rebeU 

•  •  '  L  '  .  * 

lions,  viftories,  peace,  <ic. 

The  argurr^ents  for  the  fepond  ad* 
drei's  were,  that  it  threw  no  refledlion 
on  any  let  qf  men,  bnt  paid  a  ju<i 
compliment  to  our  prefent  rulers. 
That  it  h^d  been  the  pradice  of  the 
AfTembly  to  addrefs  upon  the  ftate  of 
the  nation.  They  had  addrefled  for 
drawing  the  fword  from  the  fcab- 
bard,  and  whetting  it  againft  our 
Americm  brethren.  They  had  ad- 
drefled  in  favour  of  the  late  minillers, 
and  agaiuft  the  rebellion  of  America, 
the  perfidy  of  France,  the  pride  of 
Spain,  and  the  ingratitude  of  Hol¬ 
land.  Tney  had  addreffed  a’fo  about 
men — particuLirly  thanking  his  Ma- 
j-fty  for  appointing  Lord  and  Gene¬ 
ral  How^e,  to  cpmmand  and  make 
peace  with  America.  There  was, 
therefore,  nothing  novel  in  the  fpirit 
of  the  fecund  addrefs.  The  Jare 
change  of  the  miniftry  was  a  great 
f  vent — it  w^as  b  ought  about  not  like 
commf  n  changes,  but  at  the  defire 
of  the  people  in  parliament  aflembled. 
On  that  glorious  day,  when  the  Earl 


of  Surry  rofe  up  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  make  his  motion  to  dif- 
mifs  the  late  unfortunate  minifters,  it 
w'as  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that 
the  motion  would  have  been  carried, 
when  Lord  North  informed  the 
Houfe,  that  minifters  ^cre  no  ?nore. 
It  might  then  be  fairly  faid,  the  pre¬ 
fent  miniftry  w^ere  brought  in  by  the 
voice  of  the  people  declared  in  par¬ 
liament.  They  had  clearly  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  people,  and  fince  they 
came  into  ofEce,  they  hud  done  no¬ 
thing  to  forfeit  that  confidence  ;  on 
the  contrary,  their  aflions  when  in 
office  correfponded  with  their  decla¬ 
rations  when  out  of  office.  They 
were  now  bufy  w'itli  their  plans  of 
reformation,  and  rdtoring  the  confti- 
tution  to  its  purity  at  the  glorious 
Revolution.  That  we  had  now  got 
a  miniftry  v/ho  liftened  to  the  voice 
cf  the  people,  and  a<fled  upon  confti- 
tutional  principles,  was  more  glori¬ 
ous,  and  would  be  more  advantage¬ 
ous  to  their  country  than  a  dozen  of 
v’uftories.  After  having  prefented  fo 
i  many  ffinguinary  addreffes,  it  was 
necelfary  to  Ihqw  that  the  Afleinbly 
had  now  adopted  a  mil4er  and  more 
gentle  fpirit.  As  citizens  interefted 
in  the  fate  of  their  country,  it  was 
their  duty  to  expref^  their  fentirnents 
upon  the  late  memorable  change  of 
liisMajefty’s  councils,  and  endeavour 
to  unite  all  ranks  in  flrengtlicning 
the  hands  of  government. 

The  JBilhops  of  England  had  a 
right  to  judge  of  politics  in  the  Houfe 
ot  Peers,  and  would  it  be  faid  the 
General  AlTembly  had  not  a  right  to 
give  their  opinion  upon  public  af¬ 
fairs,  as  they  had  done  for  two  hun¬ 
dred  years  paft  ?  The  late  addreftes 
of  the  Alfembly  had  been  written 
with  blood  ;  the  prefent  one  was  writ¬ 
ten  with  the  juice  of  the  olive.  Was 
it  becoming  the  Alfembly  to  addrefs 
only  for  mifehi -f  and  evil  ? — One  gen¬ 
tleman  (the  Rev.  Mr  Diifl’)  wittily 
obferved,  that  many  members  had 
carried  th^ir  flattery  to  ihe  late  un- 
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fortun.ite  Mini  ft  ry  to  a  degree  of 
iJoUiry  :  h-  ftad  heard  m  icii  of  ido- 
h-troas  worihip,  but  he  n:vcr  read  of 
any  idolators  before  that  ‘W9rJhI/?pc^J 
ihe  fun  nfeer  it  au  // 

The  debate  coaciaue  J  till  fix  o’clock, 
when,  on  the  qaeftion  being  pur,  there 
voted — for  the  firjl  addrefs  86,  for 
the  fecond  addrefs  49. 

Tiie  principal  fpeakers  for  the  iirft 
addrefs  were  the  Lord  Prefident  of 
the  Court  of  Seflion,  Lord  Chief  B  i- 
roa,  Mr  Solicitor  General,  Procurator 
for  the  Church,  Mr  Fergufoii  of 
Craigdarroch,  Rev.  Profs  (Tor  Hill  at 
St  Andrews,  Rev.  Profeffbr  Walker, 
Rev.  Dr  Henry  Grieve,  Rev.  Dr 
Walter  Anderfon,  Rev.  Mr  Fergufon 
at  Moulin,  Rev.  Dr  Lament  at  Kirk- 
patrick-Durham,  Rev.  Dr  M‘Night 
at  Edinburgh,  Rev.  Dr  Bowmaker 
at  Dunfe,  3cc.  &c. 

Principal  fpeakers  for  the  fecond 
addrefs,  Rev.  Mr  Porteous  of  Glaf- 
gow,  Hon.  Mr  Henry  Erlkine,  Mr 
Crolbie,  Rev.  Mr  DufF  at  Tipper- 
inuir,  Rev.  Dr  Erlkine  at  Edinburgh, 
Mr  Gordon  of  Greenlaw,  Rev.  Mr 
Brice  John  don.  Rev.  Mr  Logan  at 
Leith,  Rev.  Mr  Ranken  at  Canibuf- 
nethan,  6cc.  &c. 

A  dilfent  was  entered  by  the  Hon. 
Mr  Henry  Erlkine,  Mr  Crolbie,  Mr 
Porteous,  &c.  &c. 

Several  of  the  gentlemen  who  fpoke 
for  the  firft  addrefs  declared,  that 
they  had  the  higheft  opinion  of  the 
ability  and  integrity  of  the  preleat 
Minifters,  and  of  the  necefiity  of  tlie 
late  change,  but  they  thought  it  im¬ 
proper  for  the  AfTeinbly  to  enter  into 
politics  in  their  aJJrefs. 

Dfhnday^  May  ^27. 

The  AfTeinbly  had  under  their  con- 
iideration  the  calc  of  Mr  Hutton  at 
Dunfermline,  waofe  commiilion  as  a 
ruling  eider  for  that  burgh  was  ob- 
j  7(5led  to.  Mr  Hucion  was  heard  for 
nimfelf,  and  the  Rev.  Mr  James 
Thomf^n  of  Dunf-rmline  againft 
him.  Tue  xitTembly  fnlLaacd  Mr 
Hutton’s  commifllon. 


Tile  ATembly  then  heard  an  ap¬ 
peal,  at  the  inftance  of  the  pariihioners 
of  Evandale,  againft  a  fentence  of 
the  prefbycery  of  Hamilton,  fuitaia- 
ing  a  call  to  Mr  John  Scott.  'Phe 
principal  reafon  of  appeal  was,  chat 
Mr  Scott  had  only  preiched  once 
before  the  pariihioners  after  he  had 
received  the  prefentariou ;  ttiey  there¬ 
fore  requeiled  the  prefbytery  would 
allow  him  to  preach  again.  But  as 
Mr  Scott  had  been  long  in  the  parilh, 
and  the  people  had  had  au  opportu¬ 
nity  of  hearing  him  frequently,  they 
thought  the  requlfition  unueceirary. 
The  call  was  iubferibed  by  about  50 
heritors,  and  eight  out  ot  twelve  el¬ 
ders  ;  the  AiLmbly,  therefore,  with¬ 
out  a  debate,  un  inimonily  agreed  e> 
difmifs  the  appeal,  affirm  the  fentence 
of  the  prefbytery,  and  order  them  to 
proceed  in  the  feltleineiic  with  aii 
convenient  fpeed. 

Tuefdayt  May  28. 

Heard  counfel  in  the  cafe  of  Carf* 
phairn. — Mr  Robert  AlHeck,  who  had 
obtained  a  prefentation  for  that  pa- 
rilh,  was,  by  a  fentence  of  iaft  Af- 
feiTibly,  ordered  to  be  fettled  in  harvelt 
laft.  Mr  M‘MilIan  of  Holm,  how¬ 
ever,  one  of  the  heritors,  and  twelve 
elders  and  heads  of  families,  oppofed 
the  fettleinent,  and  gave  in  to  the 
prefbytery  of  Kirkcudbright  a  libel 
againft  him,  concaiiiiiig  the  five  fol¬ 
lowing  articles : — Fornication  with 
Elizabeth  Collier  when  attending  the 
College  at  Edinburgii — Ante  nuptial 
fornication  with  his  wife — Pofiefling 
Ifnnfelf  of  unlawfiil  and  lalfe  deeds— 
Simoniacal  pra<5tices — And  that  he  is 
a  perfon  who  has  no  regard  to  the  in- 
tcrefts  of  religion.  The  prefbytery 
referred  the  c  uife  to  the  fynod  of 
Gallviway,  and  the  fynod  Galloway 
I  kcwffe  referred  ii  to  the  General 
Aircmbly.  As  no  proof  had  beeu 
led  upon  the  ariiclcs  ciiarged,  the 
pleadings  were  coiifined  to  the  rele¬ 
vancy  of  the  libel. — Mr  R  »hert  Cor¬ 
bet,  who  rpf)ke  about  two  hours  and 
1  a  hJf  for  Mr  Afihck,  ^\h;d  prciciip- 
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fion  to  the  firft  charge,  which  is  faid 
to  have  happened  about  eight  years 
iigo,  and  endeavoured  to  ftiow  that 
the  other  four  were  irrelevant. — He 
was  aniwered  by  Mr  James  Bofwell 
for  the  parifti,  who  fhowed  from  the 
a(5ts  of  Aflembly,  that  the  firft  charge, 
being  the  feduflion  of  a  young  woman 
under  falfe  promifes,  was  one  of  chofe 
heinous  crimes  which  the  Court  had 
provided  againft  in  the  law  refpedting 
prefcription  ;  and  infifted  that  the 
other  articles  were  fairly  laid,  and 

undoubtedly  relevant. - The  Court 

fiiftained  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  and 
fourth  articles  as  relevant,  and,  upon 
a  motion  by  Mr  Fergufon  of  Craig- 
darroch,  unanimoufly  remitted  the 
fame  to  the  prelbytery  of  Kirkud- 
bright  to  be  admitted  to  proof,  and 
to  proceed  in  this  affair  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  church.  Found  the 
fifth  article  not  relevant. 

The  AlTeiubly  then  took  up  a  re¬ 
ference  from  the  fynod  ot  GUfgow 
refpeding  the  fettlcment  of  the  p’ariih 
of  Arrochar. — Sir  James  Colqulioun 
of  Lufs  had  preilnted  *vir  John 
Gillefpie  to  the  vacant  charge  of  that 
parilh,  and  the  Prefbytery  of  Dum¬ 
barton  had  unanjmoufly  fuftained  the 
call,  alrJiougli  it  was  oppofed  by  the 
kirk-reflion,  and  whole  inhabitants 
except  three,  as  it  appeared  that  un¬ 
due  influence  had  been  ufed  with  the 
people  to  prejudice  them  againft  Mr 
Gillefpie.  The  parifhioners  appealed 
to  the  fynod,  and  the  fynod  referred 
it  to  the  Alfembly.  CounftI  were 
then  heard.  The  popular  fide  of  the 
Houfe  feemed  to  have  little  objedion 
to  the  feltlement ;  hut  as  there  was 
no  proper  call  alledged,  they  could 
not  confifteotly  agree  to  it  without  a 
vote.  Accordingly  it  was  put  Affirfn 
or  Reverfe  the  fentence  of  the  Pref¬ 
bytery?  It  was  carried  by  a  great 
njajority,  Affirm  ;  and  the.  Prefbytery 
was  accordingly  ordered  to  proceed 
in  the  fettlement  with  all  convenient 
fpeed. 

Wednefday^  May  29. 

The  Aflembly  took  into  conCdera.- 


tlon  a  me-morial  from  the  Prefbytery 
of  Irvine,  praying  that  the  Affembly 
would,  on  account  of  the  great  oppo. 
fition  w^hich  appeared  in  the  parilh  of 
Fenwick  to  the  fettlcment  of  Mr 
William  Boyd,  appoint  a  committee 
of  their  number  to  ordain  him.  The 
fettlement  of  Mr  Boyd  had  been  or¬ 
dered  by  a  fentence  of  Jaft  Affembly  ; 
but  as  the  parilh  were  againft  him, 
although  the  Prelbytery  gave  the  moft 
honourable  teftimony  of  his  abilities 
and  moral  charaflcr,  they  thought  it 
prudent  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Affemby.  After  a  good  deal  of  rea- 
foning,  the  memorial  from  the  Pref- 
bytery,  and  a  petition  from  the  inha. 
bitants  of  Fenwdek,  being  previoully 
difiniffed  as  inadmifflble,  the  Affembly 
came  to  the  following  ftate  of  a  vote, 
enjoin  the  Prefbytery  to  proceed  to  the 
fettlement  of  Mr  Boyd  on  or  before 
the  25th  of  June  next,  and  order  all 
the  members  to  attend  ;  or,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  the 
parifh,  delay  the  fettlement,  that  the 
Prefbytery  may  have  time  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the 
people.  It  carried  enjoin  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  72  againft  49. 

Thurfdayi  May  30. 

The  Affembly  had  under  con fidera- 
tion  overtures  from  certain  Synods 
and  Prefbyteries,  fetting  forth,  that 
feveral  Prefbyteries  had  proceeded  to 
the  ordination  of  minifters  to  parifhes 
without  tlie  moderation  of  a  cal! ; 
and  praying,  that  the  Affembly  would 
enjoin  all  Prefbyteries  to  obferve  the 
moderation  of  a  call  before  they  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  ordination  of  any  miiiifler 
in  any  parifh. — After  a  long  debate, 
which  turned  chiefly  upon  the  law  of 
patronage,  in  which  almoft  every 
member  who  fpoke  allowed  that  the 
moderation  of  a  call  was  agreeable  to 
the  practice  of  this  church,  and  ought 
to  be  continued,  but  in  which  it  was 
repeatedly  ftated,  that  there  was  no 
evidence  before  the  Affembly  of  any 
fuch  departure  from  that  pra<ftice,  as 
rendered  an  injunction  ncceffary. 
Profeffor  Hill  obferve  J,  that  although 
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be  thought  the  Aflembly  would  he 
founded  in  difinilliug  the  over¬ 
tures,  yet  he  was  afraid  fo  limple  a 
refolution  might  be  mifreprefented. 
And  therefore,  in  order  to  fatibfy  and 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  to  prevent  any  turbulent  and 
cfil-minded  perfons  from  fpreading 
an  opinion,  tli  .t  the  General  AlFembly 
v^ere  willing  to  give  countenance  lo  a 
departure  Irom  Prefbyterian  princi¬ 
ples,  -he  moved,  that  they  ihould 
come  to  the  following  refolution  : 

The  General  Aifembly  having  con- 
fiJered  overtures  from  dilFerent  Sy¬ 
nods,  refpeding  the  moderation  of 
calls,  declare,  that  the  moderation  of 
a  call  is  agreeable  to  the  immemorial 
pradice  of  this  church  ;  but  having 
no  fufficlent  evidence  before  them, 
that  any  Prefbyteries  have  departed 
fo  far  from  eliablifhed  ufage,  as  to 
lay  afide  the  moderation  of  a  call  in 
the  fettlement  of  miniilers,  they  dif 
mifs  the  overtures  as  at  this  time  un- 
neceffiry.’' 

Dr  Macknight,  with  a  view  :o  unite 
the  Houfe,  moved,  that  the  refohiti- 
on  of  the  AlEmbly  fliould  be,  “  The 
Artembly  having  confidered  over 
lures,  declare,  that  the  moderation  of 
a  call  is  agreeable  to  the  immemorial 
and  conftitntioiional  prac'tice  of  the 
Church,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  con¬ 
tinued.^'  Some  members  objeifled  to 
this  refolution,  that  the  overtures  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  were  not  in  this  way 
regularly  difpo  fed  of;  and  the  Houfe 
divided  when  there  w’ere  for  the  fe- 
cond  refolution.  Dr  Macknight's), 
90  ;  for  the  fifft  76. 

Friday^  May  51. 

The  Affembly  had  under  confide- 
ration  tht  cafe  of  the  Rev.  Mr  James 
M'Intofh,  minider  of  the  parilhes  of 
Moy  and  Dalroflie,  who  was  accufed 
of  a  criminal  intreourfe  with  his  ler- 
vant-maid.  After  a  variety  of  pro¬ 
cedure  before  the  preibytery,  &c.  they 
depofed  Mr  M‘Iutoih.  He  appealed 
to  the  fynod  of  Moray,  who  very  ir¬ 
regularly  appointed  a  eominlttee,who 


iUj 

entered  into  a  kind  of  bargain  with 
Mr  M‘Intolh  to  fufpend  him,y/w  JUj 
upon  his  paying  20  1.  and  giving  the 
manfe,  garden,  &c.  to  a  per/on  to 
perform  the  duties  of  miniiler  of  the 
pariih.  The  Synod  agreed  to  this 
bargain. — The  Aifembly  were  very 
fevere  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Sy¬ 
nod,  and,  alter  ibmc  reafonijig,  dif* 
miifed  the  prefent  appeal  of  the  Af¬ 
fembly  as  inept;  enjoined  fhe  fynod 
to  judge  finally  in  the  appeal, 
and  ordered  them  to  attend  at  the 
bar  of  the  next  Allcinbly,  and  bring 
up  their  fynod  book,  with  all  the  mi¬ 
nutes  and  proceedings. 

Tile  Aifembly  tiun  took  inider 
conlideration,  a  petition  for  Alexan¬ 
der  Gordon  of  Colvtnan  and  Green¬ 
law,  Efq;  patron  of  the  pariih  of 
Crofsinichael,  appealing  from  the 
f^ntence  of  the  preibytery  of  Kirk¬ 
cudbright,  refufing  to  fettle  Mr  John- 
lon  minifter  of  that  pariih,  on  account 
of  another  prefentation  being  given 
to  Mr  James  Murdoch  from  tne 
crown.  Mr  Bofwell  was  heard  as 
counfel  for  Mr  Murdreh,  wiio  infill¬ 
ed  the  Crown  had  the  right  of  pre¬ 
fentation;  and  Mr  Corbet  appeared  as 
counfel  for  Mr  Gordon,  and  contend¬ 
ed  the  right  lay  in  that  gentleman. 
The  Aifembly,  confidering  that  the 
King’s  counfel  declared  that  the 
Crown  had  no  right  to  that  patron¬ 
age,  iinanimoufly  came  to  the  foi low¬ 
ing  refolution:  “  Remit  the  caiife  to 
the  preibytery  of  Kirkcudbright,  and 
appoint  them,  in  cafe  the  competilipn 
in  the  civil  court  lhall  not  be  dercr- 
mined  by  the  12th  day  of  Auguft 
next,  to  proceed  towards  the  fettle¬ 
ment  of  Mr  John  Johnllon,  Mr  Gor¬ 
don’s  prefentee,  according  .  to  the 
rules  of  the  church,  with  all  conve¬ 
nient  fpeed,  and  in  the  mean  time  to 
go  on  with  the  previous  Reps  of  trial. 
They  likewife  prohibited  tlie  prel' 
by  ter  y  of  Kirkcudbright  froiu  ex¬ 
cluding  from  judging  the  member^ 
of  their  committee,  \yho  moderated 
in  the  call  to  the  Lid  prefentee. 
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Saturday^  JuJie  f. 

The  Aflcmbly  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  cafe  of  Mr  James  Thompfon, 
and  Mr  Thomas  Fernie,  minillers, 
and  the  kirk  feiTion  of  Dunfermline. 
The  prcfbytery  of  Dunfermline  dif- 
mlifed  a  petition  and  complaint  at 
their  inftaiice  againil  the  managers  of  i 
the  Chapel  of  Eafe  in  Duntermline, 
as  incompetent ;  from  which  fentence 
they  appealed  to  the  fyiiod  of  Fife, 
who  referred  the  matter  to  the  Ai-  | 
fembly.  This  complaint  fubftantially  j 
craves,  that  the  minifter  of  the  Cha-  r 
pel  of  Eafe  Ihould  be  debarred  from 
dilpenfing  the  Sacrament,  or  baptiz-  [ 
ing,  without  the  advice  and  confent  j 
ot  the  minillers  and  kirk-feflion  ot 
Dunfermline,  as  the  Chapel  is  under 
their  jurifdl<ftion,  and  has  no  fef- 
fion  of  its  own.  Mr  Thomfon  and 
Mr  Fernie  were  heard  for  themfelves 
and  the  kirk-fefllon.  Mr  Honey- 
man  was  heard  as  counfel  for  the 
managers  of  the  Chapel,  and  two 
members  of  prelbytery  in  defence  of 
their  fentence.  After  long  reafoning  ' 
among  the  members,  Profeifor  Hill 
made  a  motion,  which  included  the 
general  fentiments  of  the  houfe,  and 
thereby  prevented  a  vote.  It  was,  in 
fubltance,  dilmilling  the  appeal,  and 
finding  that  the  minifter  of  the  Cha¬ 
pel  of  Eafe  fhall  intimate  to  the  Sef- 
fion  clerk  of  Dunfermline  the  time  of 
his  adminiftering  the  facrament  three 
weeks  before  ;  that  the  SelTion-cIerk 
lliail,  within  eight  days  thereafter, 
tranfmit  to  him  a  liftofthofe  pariftii- 
oners  who  are  under  fcandal,  and 
that  the  minifter  of  the  Chapel  (hall 
be  at  liberty  to  give  tokens  for  ad- 
miftlon  to  fuch  of  his  congregation  as 
be  judges  worthy,  excepting  only  the 
perlons  contained  in  that  lift. — The 
minifter  of  the  Chapel  is  alfo  to  be  at 
liberty  to  baptize  the  children  of  any 
perfon  belonging  to  his  congregation, 
who  docs  not  appear  to  be  under 
fcandal. 

The  Aflembly  turned  the  over¬ 
ture  anent  licenfing  probationers  in*- 
to  a  ftanding  law  of  the  church : 


againft  this  law  reafons  of  diftent 
were  given  in  by  Dr  Dalrymple  at 
Air,  Mr  Fullerton  at  Drumoak,  and 
Mr  Woddrow  at  Tarbolton. 

Read  feveral  petitions,  craving  aid 
out  of  the  public  funds.  Found 
that,  on  account  of  the  low  ftate  of 
thofe  funds,  no  afliftance  could  at  pre- 
feiit  be  given. 

Heard  a  report  from  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  public  funds.  Ordered 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Mr  Lu- 
dovick  Grant,  wTiter  in  Edinburgh, 
for  his  attention  to  thefe  matters. 

Alfo  a  report  from  theTruilees  of 
the  widows  fund.  Ordered  the  thanks 
of  the  Houfe  to  Dr  Webfter,  the  ccU 
ledor,  which  was  done  accordingly 
by  the  Moderator. 

A  liberal  contribution  was  made 
among  the  members  of  Alfembly, 
for  thofe  widows  and  children  of  mi- 
nifters  who  were  not  on  the  fund. 

Monday^  June  3. 

Took  into  confideration  certain  re¬ 
gulations  refpeding  the  celebration 
of  marriages,  prepared  by  the  prcf¬ 
bytery  of  Edinburgh, which  were  ap¬ 
proved  of,  and  ordered  to  be  inferred 
in  the  news-papers. 

Read  a  petition,  from  the  Society 
for  propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge, 
praying  the  Aflembly  would  appoint 
a  colledlon  to  be  made  in  all  the 
churches  in  Scotland,  in  the  Low 
Country  before  the  meeting  of  next 
Alfembly,  and  in  the  Higiilands  and 
Iflands  before  Martinmas  thereafter, 
for  the  purpofe  of  tranflating  the  Old 
Teftament  into  the  Galic  language, 
and  printing  the  fame.  Agreed  to. 

I  Such  bufinefs  as  the  Aflembly  could 
'  not  overtake  being  referred  to  the 
Commiftion,  the  Moderator  addrelTed 
the  Houfe  In  a  manly  and  fenfible 
manner ;  after  which  his  Grace  de¬ 
livered  a  corredl  and  elegant  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  at  the  clofe  of  which 
he  diflblved  the  AflTembly,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  the  next  General  Alfembly  to 
meet  at  Edinburgh  on  Tliurfday  the 
2 2d  of  Mviy  1783. 


